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Week 6 — Follow the Money

L ast week the House of Delegates quietly passed
HB 2931, “Removing thetimber severancetax for years
2010through 2013.”

Unfortunately, thishill wasflyingwell beneath the
WVEC radar screen. Thereisasimilar bill inthe Senate—
SB 92—and | had placed both billson our minor bill
trackinglist, as| have donefor thelast three or four years.
| didn’t even seethat the Finance Committee had taken up
thebill until 1 noticed that the full House had passed the bill.

Apparently thishill wasflying well beneath House
members’ radar screen aswell. NOT ONE delegate voted
against passage. And NOT ONE delegate voted against
waiving the constitutional rulethat abill must beread on
three days before passage.

Sowhat doesthishill do?

Basically, it removesthe paltry “ oneand twenty-
two hundredths percent” tax —that’s 1.22 percent —on the
grossvalueof timber harvested inthe state.

Onitsfacevaueit doesn’t sound like much money,
right?

WEell, thereisafiscal noteattached to thisbill —a
fiscal note submitted by Randy Dye, the Director of the
Division of Forestry —that showsjust how big animpact
removing the severancetax will have.

The severance tax provides about 25% of the
annual revenue of the Division of Forestry. Thefiscal note
estimatesremoving thetax will resultintheloss of 4.6
million dollarstothe Divisonover thefour years.

Here' swhat the Division of Forestry Fiscal Note

concludes; ... continued on page 3
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SSP Releases Slurry
Study At Capitol

Codfiddresdentshopepreliminary labresults
showing their water isunsafeto drink will spur lawmakers
to stop coa durry from being put inthe water.

AtaCapitol pressconference Thursday, members
of the Sludge Safety Project rel eased an independent
study onwater and durry samplesfromsix sitesinthe
sate. An anaysisfound the samplescontained
concentrations of various metal sthat exceed federa
primary drinking water standards.

“We' remaking the caseto say there’senough
datahere, now, to say, ‘ Enough,’” said PatriciaFeeney, a
coordinator with the Sludge Safety Project.

After coa iswashed inamixture of water and
chemicdls, it'spumped underground into abandoned mines
or into coa wasteimpoundments.

Thestate Department of Environmenta Protection
hasmissed deadlineson astudy the L egidature mandated
onthesafety of that practice. The DEP gave samplesfrom
thesitesto Whedling Jesuit University, which then sent
them to the Nationa Center for Water Quality Researchin
Ohio.

Theanadyssfound that concentrationsof six
metal s- antimony, arsenic, lead, barium, cadmium and
chromium - exceeded federal standardsfor primary
drinking water. It alsofound “ exceptionaly high”
concentrationsof metasinthesolid durry samplesfromall
thesites.

Coalfield resdents said thewater hassickened
their families, and they held photographs showing brown,
thick water intheir sinks. “The DEPisnot protecting us,”

... continued on page 3
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WV Environmental Council Celebrates 20th Year
Fall Gathering Reunion Planned

By Denise Poole

Founded in 1989 as the lobbying arm for the environmental movement,
the "e-council" has experienced highs and lows, growth and struggles, suc-
cesses and failures. We've gained members, and lost some dear friends.
Some organizations alive in 1989 are thriving, while others are non-existent.
New organizations have formed to address environmental atrocities we never
dreamed of 20 years ago.

Many of you reading this were among those that gathered at Cedar
Lakes that summer as the seed was planted, and the decision was made to
form what became the West Virginia Environmental Council. Others of you
have become environmentally active since that time.

In 1989, e-mail list serves, blog sites, and facebook did not exist.
WVEC served as a major part of communication around the state through the
G.R.E.E.N. (Grassroots Environmental Effort Newsletter) and phone trees.
We were the entity where all groups and individuals could come for shared
information and meet in person twice a year. Times have changed. We no
longer have the same needs as two decades ago. Even though many organi-
zations lobby their individual issues, the e-council still remains the only 501-
C4 organization able to lobby year round, and look at all legislation at the
capitol by fielding a lobby team.

As we celebrate this 20th year anniversary, and the 19th year as a
lobby team, we ask each of you to help us reflect and evaluate WVEC.

Quite honestly, we need you. Now! We need you to attend our 20th
annual Fall Convention (plans are in the works for September or October.) If
you are in a leadership position with an organization, we ask that you contact
us and help plan the weekend to include your group. If you are someone who
is an "old-timer" we'd like to have you join with us for a reunion.

We would love for you to send us a short story about your experi-
ences as an environmentalist - perhaps a story about why or what issue
caused you to become active. Perhaps you have a story about a particular
incident you came up against while working on anissue. If we receive enough
submissions, | will put together a booklet of memories by the fall convention.
Include photographs if you have them. Your experiences and thoughts are
valuable.

We will be in touch with details for the fall gathering, and hope to hear
from you.

Legislative Session 2009 Information Sources:

Legislative Reference & Information Center:

MB-27, Bld. 1 - State Capitol Complex, Charleston WV 25305

WYV Legislative web-site: www.leqis.state.wv.us

(For bill tracking, bulletin board (journals), legislators’ e-mails.)

To Call Toll Free: 1-877-565-3447 or local Charleston area: (304) 347-4836

WYV Environmental Council Web-site: www.wvecouncil.org
WVEC Office: (304) 414-0143

CAPWIZ: http://capwiz.com/catholicconferencewv/issues/alert/
?alertid=10836991

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition:
www.ohvec.org/ovec_news.html and www.ohvec.org/news_gen.html daily.

Every morning, OVEC checks scores of news sources and posts links.

WV Environmental Council
2009 Board of Directors:
Danny Chiotos, President
Jim Kotcon Past President
Chelena McCoy, Vice President
Karen Grubb, Secretary
Frank Young, Treasurer

Greg Carroll  John Christensen
Don Gasper Sherry Evasic
Mary Ellen O'Farrell
Denise Poole Bill Price
Cindy Rank Kevin Smith
Matthew lvan Stiefel
Chuck Wyrostok  Gary Zuckett

Membership Organizations:
WV Highlands Conservancy
WV Rivers Coalition
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
WV Citizen Action Group
WV Sierra Club
Coal River Mountain Watch
Plateau Action Network
Mountain State Education &
Research Foundation
Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition
Upper Monongahela River Assn.
Sustainable Living for WV

Chuck Wyrostok
Outreach Coordinator
wyro@appalight.com

Don Garvin
Legislative Coordinator
dsgjr@aol.com

Denise Poole
Program Coordinator
deniseap@earthlink.net

Don Alexander
Web Site Coordinator &
E-Mail Listserve Coordinator
paradox@spectrumz.com

www.wvecouncil.org

Green Legidative Update

Legislative Update is published by the West
Virginia Environmental Council (WVEC) - a
statewide organization dedicated to facilitating
communication and cooperation among
citizens in promoting environmental protection
in West Virginia. LegislativeUpdate,
is published weekly during the
Legislative Session.

Legislative Update welcomes letters,
articles, and art work from readers and
reserves the right to edit or reject submis-
sions. Please send materials to:

Denise Poole, editor
deniseap@earthlink.net
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311

(304) 414-0143
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Under The Dome... continued from page 1

“Unlesswereceive general revenueto make up
for the. .. severancetax funds, wewill not beableto
purchase any vehicles, wewould haveto shut down al the
offices except the State Headquarters, and wewould have
tolay off 30 employeesfor the Logging and Sediment
Control Act (LSCA) program and would no longer beable
to regulatelogging and water quality asrequired by WV
Code”

“Attheend of FY2011,” the note continues, “with
the Severance Tax Fund balance near zero, all employees
(30 FTE) for the LSCA Programwould belaid off, and the
Divisionwould nolonger beableto regulatelogging and
water quality asrequired by WV Code 19:1B.

“Additionally, in FY 2010 wewould beginclosing all
officeswith the exception of the state headquarters.

“TheDivision would beforced to end the payment
to volunteer firefightersand VFDsfor their timeand
equipment usein the suppression of forest fires, thereby
increasing thetime, cost, and hazardsfor Division
employeesfighting thefireson theground.

“Beginningin FY 2010, the Divisonwould be
forced to suspend regul ar replacement of itsvehiclefleet.
Whilethiswould result inanimmediate estimated savings
of $838,000in FY 2010-2013, thisshort-term savingswould
be offset by higher repair and maintenance costson the
agingfleet.”

How in theworld could members of the Finance
Committeeignoretheimpact thiswill have, particularly
after hearing thisdirectly from Randy Dyein acommittee
presentation?

Lobbyistsfor the West Virginia Forestry
Association have apparently convinced membersthat the
loss of thetimber tax revenueswill be made up by
increasesfrom the general revenuefund budget.

In other words, West Virginiataxpayerswill pay
for regulating theindustry, whichis preposterousin thefirst
place.

Andjust how reasonableisit to expect that will
happen, with the Governor now estimating the state needsa
4.5 percent cut in next year’s budget?

At any rate, HB 2931 isnow in the hands of
Senator Walt Helmick (D-Pocahontas), chair of the Senate
Finance Committee.

Soif youthink dl of thisisoutrageous, givehima
call. Hecan bereached at (304) 357-7980.

Today isthefirst day of spring, so keep your bird
feedersfull and enjoy the new colorson all our fine-
feathered friends.

Green Legidative Update

SSP Releases Slurry Study
At Capltol ... continued from page 1

said Chuck Nelson, aRaleigh County resident. “Weare
not protected, and our healthisbeing put at risk.”

Sen. Randy White, D-Webster, hasintroduced
legidation that would baninjection permitsbeginningin
May. Hesaid hefearsthefindingsreleased Thursday are
“just thebeginning,” and urged action on hisproposal.

The Rev. Dennis Sparks, director of the West
VirginiaCouncil of Churches, said theissueisatop
concernfor hisgroup. “We' reglad the study ishere,”
Sparkssaid. “Butif our Legidatureredly cared, they
would have acted beforetherewas astudy.”

DEP spokeswoman Kathy Cosco said Thursday
that results of the L egid ature-mandated study would be
ready in May. Then, the Department of Health and Human
Resourceswill determinewhether thereisahealth threst.

Deaysonthe DEP study * have not been
intentional,” Cosco said.

“Weredlized thiswasfar more complicated and
complex than what wethought it would be, and probably
what the L egidaturethought it would be,” shesaid. “ The
complexity of theissue, and thepolicy decisonsthat will
be made based on thefindingsof thisstudy, warranted the
timewetook.”

Besidesthe ban ondurry injection, membersof
the Sludge Safety Project al so want emergency drinking
water to be provided to residentsnear coa durry sites,
and for DHHR to submit abudget and timelinefor their
portion of the studly.

(Thisarticle by reporter Alison Knezevich
appeared in the March 20 online edition of the
Charleston Gazette, and isreprinted here with their
permission).

Shameless Plea

It'sthat time of the session and it happensevery
year ... fundsrunlow. Soif you haven't renewed your
membership, or if you have some spare changein your
pocket, now isthetimeto sendit. Wehaveagreat lobby
team, and they deserveto bepaid.

If you doit today, and you'll feel better for it
tomorrow!

Don Garvin, WVEC Legidative Coordinator
page 3



E-Day 2009 In Review

"Renewable Energy for a Sustainable Economy"

E-Day at the Capitol was held last Wednesday,
March 11th for, believe it or not, the 19th year. Over 20
environmental organizations & green business exhibitors -
and approximately 100 citizens participated, as we gathered
in the lower rotunda and lobbied our legislators.

Our press conference and mid-day program focused
on renewable energy and related legislation. Speakers
included Delegate Barbara Fleischauer (D-Monongalia) who
has championed renewable energy legislation - and whose
refrain was "wild & wonderful West Virginia" urging us to
remind Governor Manchin and our legislators of our state's
slogan and the meaning behind it. Other legislators saying a
few words included first time Delegates Manypenny (D-
Taylor), Bill Wooten (D-Raleigh). Additionally, Beth Ann
Boyd joined us from the eastern panhandle to speak repre-
senting "WV Citizens Against PATH, and Julie Archer briefed
the crowd on SORO (Surface Owner's Rights) legislation.
Don Garvin gave everyone an overview of all environmental
bills active, and encouraged us to 'go ye out and lobby".

We were treated to a skit entitled "Nothing to Worry
About" by Kanawha County elementary and middle school
students. Organized by Chelena McCoy, WVEC's Vice
President, these young environmentalists were: Donald
Forman, Isaac Googel, Aaron Bard, Rachel Long, Josh
Wyner, Michael Susman, Austin Susman and Jess
McDaniel.

In the evening, our annual E-Day benefit dinner
brought in many friends including House Majority Leader
Brent Boggs, Delgates Mary Poling, Don Perdue, Bill
Hamilton, Barbara Fleischaur, Joe Talbot, Mike Manypenny
and Senators Clark Barnes and Randy White. And of
course, Speaker of the House Rick Thompson who received
WVEC's "Chuck Chambers Public Service" award.

Special gratitude to: musicians Robin Godfrey (who
never lets us down) and Dugan Carter; WVEC's Prez Danny
Chiotos, VP Chelena McCoy, Sec. Karen Grubb, Treas.
Frank Young; Board members Mary Ellen O'Farrell, John
Christensen, Denise Poole, Chuck Wyrostok, Greg Carrol,
Kevin Smith. Other e-council volunteers include Treavor
Swan, Rowan Zoeller, Lisa Diehl, Becky Young, and Sally
Swisher.

Extra cheers to our lobby team Don Garvin (Leg.
Coordinator), John Christensen, Leslee McCarty (lobbyists)
and Denise Poole (administrative, Leg. Update newsletter
editor & organizing support.)

WVEC 2009 Awardees:

Speaker of the House of Delegates Richard Thompson,
"Chuck Chambers Public Service" award. Delegate
Richard Thompson (D-Wayne) was elected Speaker by his
fellow delegates in 2007, running on a platform of openness
and inclusion. WVEC honored him for his leadership on
and commitment to enacting a strong “antidegradation”
water quality rule for West Virginia. He included WVEC at

Green Legidative Update

the table every step of the way, and stood firm against
industry proposals to weaken protections for the state’s
highest quality rivers and streams.

Denise Poole, "Mother Jones" award. Denise has
offered nearly 15 years of non-stop devotion to the protection
of West Virginia's environment. Her broad-range of inter-
ests, leadership, organizing skills and creativity are amaz-
ing. She has worked primarily with the West Virginia
Environmental Council (WVEC) serving as a lobbyist,
newsletter editor, Program Coordinator, fundraiser, and
organizer. Onthe WVEC board of directors, Denise has
served as a regional representative, treasurer, Vice-Presi-
dent, and President. She has also worked in a variety of
capacities with such organizations as WV Citizen Action
Group, OVEC, Common Cause WYV, Blackwater Canyon
Campaign. Her interestin politics led her to work for local,
state and national political campaigns. Denise co-founded
the "Sustainable Living for WV" organization, and has been
Co-Director of the annual WV Sustainable Fair since 1999.

Beth Little, "Laura Forman Grassroots Activist" award.
If you want something done, ask a busy person - and Beth is
busy! Beth came to Pocahontas County from Philadelphia
over thirty years ago, and has fought to protect the moun-
tains that drew her here since she arrived. Her selfless
devotion, attention to detail and leadership ability make her a
sought - after member of many community and state boards.
She has worked tirelessly to protect the Monongahela
National Forest, promote wilderness, helped defeat more
than one proposed coal burning electric plant - including the
recently proposed Western Greenbrier co-generation plant -
and is now actively fighting to control Marcellus shale gas
drilling. Beth has worked with the WV Chapter of the Sierra
Club, WV Highlands Conservancy, Cleanbrier and is now
serving on the Pocahontas County Water Resources Study
Task Force.

Rory Mcllmoil, "Linda Schnautz Environmental Cour-
age" award. Rory is a champion of clean energy and green
jobs in West Virginia and around the country. He earned an
MA in Global Environmental Politics from American Univer-
sity with his thesis on Mountaintop Removal in West Vir-
ginia. Rory worked as a research assistant with Appala-
chian Voices in 2007, and then hired as a community
organizer for Coal River Mountain Watch, promoting the Coal
River Wind Project and wind power as a viable alternative to
strip-mining in southern West Virginia coalfields. Rory was
among those arrested in February protesting at Coal River
Mountain.

Lorelei Scarbro, "Linda Schnautz Environmental
Courage" award. Loreleiis co-director of the Coal River
Wind Project and community organizer. She is a coal
miner's widow and grandmother whose back fence literally
demarcates the front lines of the impending mountaintop
removal site. Lorelei was among those arrested in February
protesting at Coal River Mountain.

... cortinedapage 5
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Solar Energy Tax Credit

For WV Homeowners
By John Christensen, WVEC Lobbyist

Inan unexpected show of progressivelegidative
thinking intheMountain State, two sSimilar solar energy tax
credit bills— SB 608 and HB 2535 —were advanced out
of committeethisweek withlittleor no opposition.

Bothbillswould givehomeownerswhoingal a
residential solar energy system ontheir property after July
1, 2009 the opportunity to quaify for astate persona
incometax credit of 30% (up to amaximum credit of
$2,000) of the cost to purchaseand instal | the renewable
system.

Bothbillsdlow for a® carryover credit.” If the
residentia property owner exceedsthealowabletax
credit amount they may claimtheremaining creditinthe
following taxableyear.

Inthe Senate, theonly sticking point on thebill
wasthe net metering provision, whichwould reward the
resdential customer for producing electricity in excessof
their monthly consumption at arate of one and one-half
cent per kilowatt hour up to 25 kw.

Thisprovisonmight bein conflict withan already
established Public Service Commission net metering
policy, so Sen. Clark Barnes (R-Randol ph) suggested
grikingit fromthebill inthe Senateversion.

West VirginiaPSC net metering ruleshavealong
way to go to measure up to other stateslike Maryland’s
law whichismoreconsumer friendly toward residentia
power generation than ours. Hopefully that will changein
thefuture.

Dd. Nancy Guthrie (D-Kanawha) hasproposed a
related bill — HB 3114 — that would mandate that state-
chartered banksprovideloansfor consumers purchasing
solar energy panels. Theloanswould be of thelow
interest, ten-year variety to makeit easier till for West
Virginiahomeownersto makethe purchase.

Thesehillshaveparticular persona interest for
me. | planto start work installing solar panel systemsas
soon asthe session ends, and legidation such asthiswill
undoubtedly promotethat effort if passed. Just consider
al thefolkswho arethinking about ingtdling these systems
but cannot afford to pay the extracouple of thousand it
takesto makeit happen. The statetax credit, along with
existing federal credits, will enablethemtodoit and enjoy
cheaper electricity billsfor decadesto come.

Green Legidative Update

WV EC applauds delegate Bill Wooton (D-
Raeigh) and Sen. John Unger (D-Berkeley) —lead
sponsorsof thesebills—for their work in getting thesebills
introduced and hopefully passed into law. Sen. Unger
wasableto get it out of hisTransportation &

I nfrastructure committee, while Del. Wooton got his
passed out of Energy, Industry, and L abor.

Both billsare doublereferenced to the Finance
Committeesof their respective bodies. We hope
committee chairsWalt Helmick (D-Pocahontas) and
Harry Keith White (D-Mingo) will get these billspassed
through their respective committeesin the coming weeks.

E'Day ReVieW .... continued from page 4

Ken Auvil - "Green Building, LLC", "Green Entrepre-
neur" award. Ken is a veteran West Virginia homebuilder
of the Green Building Network and West Virginia Green, Inc.
in Belington, WV. He opened the West Virginia Green
Building School at Windwood near Davis in Tucker County in
2008. Ken offers monthly seminars on self-help or "sweat
equity" housing. Ken has been active with the WV Sustain-
able Fairs, regularly offering workshops and seminars on
'Saving Energy In Your Home' and related topics. He
tirelessly advocates for sustainable living. Mr. Auvil is also a
former member of the state House of Delegates.

Heather Sprouse, "Youth Activism" award. Heather
attends Marshall University in Huntington, where she was
awarded the Sierra Student Coalitions BECC fellowship for
Spring 2008, working with other students on campus. She
served as President of Marshall Action for Peaceful Solu-
tions in 2008, a student organization dedicated to promoting
social justice and sustainability on campus and the greater
local and global community. Advocated for a student led
garden to promote local and organic produce, a sustainable
recycling program in the residence and dining halls, helped
launch the Campus Climate Challenge to encourage
Marshall to sign the President's Climate Commitment.
Heather also helped lead Marshall to be the first college in
West Virginia to impose a $5 per semester "green fee" to
help fund environmental initiatives on campus. She was
among those arrested in February protest at Coal River
Mountain.

4 )
"There is something fundamentally

wrong in treating the Earth asif it

wereabusinessin liquidation."
Herman Daly

N\
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StimulusFundsComing To

A Community Near You?
By Leslee McCarty, VWVEC Lobbyist

Jeff Herholdt isWest Virginia sEnergy Division
director, and the personin charge of the State Energy
Program, which must be submitted to the feds beforewe
candraw down $33 millionin stimulusmoney.

InaHouse Judiciary Committee meeting
Thursday, March 19", Herhol dt told committee members
that the $33 millionin Federa fundswould beusedto
renovate state buildingsto bring them up to higher energy
efficiency standards, but hefailed to mentionlotsof other
innovativethingsthat themoniescould a so beused for!

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
that the State Energy Program would focusonincluding
job cresation and retention, saving energy, increasing
energy generation from renewabl e sourcesand reducing
greenhousegasemissions.

Statesareinstructed to planfor and maximize
effortstoward achieving areduction in per capitaenergy
consumption by at least 25% of the state’s 1990 per
capitaenergy useby 2012.

Statesareencouraged to usetheir stimulusfunding
not only to support current energy and renewableenergy
projects, but to “ seed sustainable programsthat put in
placelong term funding mechanisms, such asrevolving
loansand energy savings performance contracting that will
lead tolong term market transformation.”

The State hasto obligate the $33 million by
September 2010if thefunds are approved. If approved,
thefunds could beused for hybrid fleetsfor government
agencies, masstrangt and privately owned vehicles. They
could be used for programsto conduct energy audits of
private homes, loansfor energy efficient housing,
retrofitting community centers, holding training and other
workshops... ingtalling solar energy systems... thelistis
very long, and you can read it and more on our web Site.

If youwant to read the Environmental Council’s
suggested Citizen’sEnergy Plan, goto our website
www.wiyecouncil.org and see how much further dongwe
arethanthe Statein thinking about thisarea.

"Clean Coal" ...
IS an oxymoron

Green Legidative Update

Growing Hemp Booststhe Economy

You Can Help Make It So !
By Chuck Wyrostok

Remember back in 2002 when growing hempin
WYV becamelaw? Many were surprised by thewillingness
of state lawmakersto overwhelmingly passsuch a
controversial “green” bill, but after aspirited effort
spearheaded by Sen. Karen Facemyer, WV Environmental
Council lobbyistsand the nationa organization Vote Hemp,
it happened.

Now, finally, inaburst of sanity, Congressisgetting
set to passalaw clearing theway for our farmersto finally
cashin. West Virginia, ready with thelegal framework in
place, would be one of thefront runners. Eleven other
states have passed pro-hemp legidation or resolutions.

TheIndustrial Hemp Farming Act of 2009 will be
introduced soon. L ast week, the offices of Rep. Ron Paul
and Rep. Barney Frank sent out aDear Colleagueletter to
membersof Congressinviting themto beoriginal co-
sponsors of the Act, which doesnot yet haveabill number.

Thelegidationwould allow Americanfarmersto
once again grow hemp to the extent allowed under state
laws, repealing aprovisioninfederal law that makesthe
U.S. the only industrialized nation where farmers are
prohibited from competing in the booming industria hemp
market. Draconian rules enforced by the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) kept American
farmersfrom competing with thosein Canada, Europe and
China. Farm groups have long advocated areturn to
industrial hemp farming, especially for tobacco farmershit
hard with plummeting sales.

Andtheenvironmenta benefitsare huge. Hemp,
unlikeitssister, marijuana, hasalmost no THC (the
intoxicant in pot) and isafast-growing “weed” that is
annually renewable, doesn’t need chemical fertilizersor
pesticides, and can virtually replacetreesasthe primary
sourcefor making paper. 1ts prohibition has been prompted
by large corporationsinterested in making clothesfrom
chemicals, partsfrom plastic and lubricantsfrom fossil-
based oil. Check out votehemp.com for aextensive
rundown of how hemp can providethesefibers, lubricants
and more.

Want to see this happen? Contact your U.S.
Senatorsand your Congressperson and ask them to
consider becoming an original co-sponsor of the Industrial
Hemp Farming Act of 2009. Thisisapieceof the
environmental puzzlewhosetimehasfinaly come.

Help makeit so.
S4>34
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"Coal-Aholism" Discovered
In Charleston

It hascometo our attention that theremay be
individua saround the state who could use some
intervention to help themwith their addictionto cod.

Theseindividualsmay befound at the highest
levelsof government, sowearegoingtotry andgeta
handle on thisdisease beforeit spreadsany further. Here
isastart onalist of symptoms, but you may have noticed
somemoreinyour community, So please send usyour
ideas. We havetaken theliberty to namethisdisease
"cod-aholism’”.

Youmight bea"cod-aholic" if:

* You believecoal iscarbon neutral.

* Youdo not think “ clean cod” isanincredibly dangerous
OXymoron.

* You believedternative energy refersto coa and coal
by-products.

* You created astate energy efficiency planthat relies
mostly on cod and giveslip serviceto renewable energy.
* Youthink itisagoodideato build agiant transmission
lineacrossthe stateto get coal fired power plants energy
tofolkson the east coast.

* Youthink itisOK to destroy whole mountainsand
streamsto feed your addiction.

* You don't worry about pollution of streamsand drinking
water fromtoxic coa dudgeand durry.

* You are an absentee mountain top removal mine owner
whosefamily doesnot haveto suffer the consequences of
thedamageyou aredoingandyouliveinamansionina
beautiful gated community.

Tl uswhereyou are, and what symptomsyou

arenoticing. We'll be happy to post those symptomsin
Legidative Update so others can benefit from your

findings

f"Thefree market knows
all about pricesbut

nothing about vaue."
k Octavio Paz, 1990 Nobel Award Winner J

Green Legidative Update
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Clean Elections Update

By Carol Warren
WV Citizensfor Clean Elections

We arefast approaching the deadlinefor pieces of
legidation to movefromtheir committee and chamber of
origin. If our Public Campaign Financing Act (H2764) is
not taken up thiscoming week, it will dieincommittee. So
if you have not madeyour callsto the membersof
Subcommittee A (below), pleasedo so assoon as
possible. If you' vecalled, please consder calling again!

Del. Barbara Fleischauer, Chair (D-Monongalia) - 340-3169
barbaraf@mail.wvnet.edu

Del. Bonnie Brown (D -Kanawha) - 340-3106
bbrownl@mail.wvnet.edu

Del. Mike Caputo (D-Marion) - 340-3249
caputo@mail.wvnet.edu

Del. Patrick Lane (R-Kanawha) - 340-3275
patlane@mail.wvnet.edu

Del. Patti Schoen (R-Putnam) - 340-3141
pschoen@mail.wvnet.edu

Del. Sally Susman (D-Raleigh) -340-3183
ssusman@mail.wvnet.edu

Del. Robert Tabb (D-Jefferson) - 340-3274

rtabb@mail.wvnet.edu

Thepublicfinancing legidationfor Supreme Court
Justices(S311) isstill under discussonwith House
sponsorswho areinterested in moving the proposal
forward. Weare hopeful that thisbill will beworked out
and brought up for consideration next week.

Don'’t forget our two upcoming events, at whichweinvite
youtojoinus! Pleaselet usknow if you need more
information or directions:

Sunday, March 22 at 9:30 AM - Julie Archer will
speak about Clean Electionsto the Unitarian Universaist
discussion group in Charleston (500 KanawhaBlvd. W.)

Saturday, March 28 at 10:00 AM - Carol Warren
will speak, and Labor Council memberswill participatein
apane discussion of Clean Elections, inthe basement
conferenceroom at the Marshal | Student Center,
Huntington. A continental breakfast will be provided.

Thanksfor al your help - pleasemakethosecalls!

Editors note: To contact Carol directly, call:
(304)847-5121

Think Renewable Energy

page 7



Major Bills We Are Tracking

Bill Number Title Committee
Senate Bills

SB 14 Requiring jobs impact statement for proposed legislation (Perennial Bad Bill) Passed Econ Dev, to Judiciary
SB 28 Public health assessment of DEP rules (WVEC Bill) H&HR

SB 45 Authorizing DEP Secretary to sign NPDES permits (Bad Bill) EIM

SB 79  Requiring PSC promulgate wind power project rules Judiciary

SB 92 Eliminating timber severance tax (Bad Bill) (similar to HB 2931) Finance

SB 234 Exempting fish farm sludge from DEP sludge management requirements (Bad Bill) Agriculture

SB 237 Establishing returnable beverage container deposit program (Bottle Bill) Nat Resources
SB 240 Repealing nuclear power plant ban (Terrible Bill) Died

SB 241 Creating WV Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections) Judiciary

SB 279 Industrial accidents and emergency response regulations (think MIC) On Third Reading
SB 289 Creating WV Innovation and Development Act Passed Econ Dev, to Finance
SB 297 Alternative and Renewable Energy Portfolio Act (Governor’s Bill) Judiciary

SB 301 Creating Green Buildings Act (WVEC Bill) Transportation

SB 325 Creating WV Energy Efficient Buildings Program Act Transportation

SB 371 Creating Energy Efficient Building Act Transportation

SB 374 Creating Oil and Gas Surface Owner’s Bill of Rights (SORO Bill) EIM

SB 375 Relating to Office of Coalfield Community Development (Governor’s Bill) Passed Senate, to House EIL
SB 396 Regulating carbon dioxide sequestration and storage (Governor’s Bill) EIM

SB 461 Extending selenium effluent limits compliance time (Terrible Bill) Passed EIM, to Judiciary
SB 478 Creating Surface Owners Protection Act (Committee Bill) EIM

SB 505 Imposing tax on electricity transmission lines (Governor’s Bill) Finance

SB 518 Granting DEP Advisory Council rule-making authority (Coal’s Bill) Judiciary

SB 568 Moratorium on slurry injection permits (Great Bill) EIM

SB 608 Providing tax credit for certain solar energy systems (Great Bill) (same as HB 2535) Passed Trans, to Finance
House Bills

HB 2098 Prohibiting oil and gas operators from daylighting EIL

HB 2133 Increasing the penalties for discarding trash on land and in streams Passed Nat Res, to
Judiciary

HB 2321 Extending the alternative-fuel motor vehicle tax credit (Great Bill) Finance

HB 2363 Jobs Impact Statement Act (Perennial Bad Bill) EIL

HB 2474 Exempting fish farm sludge from DEP sludge management requirements (Bad Bill) Passed House, to Senate Ag
HB 2535 Creating a tax credit for certain solar energy systems (Great Bill) Passed EIL, to Finance

HB 2565 Industrial accidents and emergency response regulations (think MIC) EIL

HB 2682 Alternative and Renewable Energy Portfolio Act (Governor’s Bill) EIL

HB 2764 West Virginia Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections) Judiciary

HB 2860 Regulating the sequestration and storage of carbon dioxide (Governor’s Bill) Passed Judiciary, to Finance
HB 2887 PSC Reforms Act (WVEC Bill) Judiciary

HB 2891 Renewable Portfolio Standards Sustainable Energy Act (WVEC Bill) EIL

HB 2931 Removing timber severance tax for years 2010 through 2013 (Bad Bill) Passed House, to Sen. Finance
HB 2948 Green Buildings Act (Interim Committee Bill) Gov Org

HB 2960 Marcellus Shale water pollution control (WVEC Bill) Gov Org

HB 2980 “West Virginia Energy Efficiency Act” (WVEC Bill) Gov Org

HB 3000 Imposing tax on electricity transmission lines (Governor’s Bill) Judiciary Subcommittee
C

HB 3003 Continuing special reclamation tax on coal Judiciary

HB 3023 Creating Oil and Gas Surface Owner’s Bill of Rights (SORO Bill) EIL

HB 3033 Strengthening vehicle emission standards EIL

HB 3037 Establishing a returnable beverage container deposit program (New Bottle Bill) Judiciary

HB 3058 Eliminating the use of light plastic bags EIL

HB 3081 Coal-to-Liquid Act of 2009 (Terrible Tax Credits Bill) EIL

HB 3114 Loans for purchasing solar energy panels (Great Bill) Banking

HB 3131 Green Buildings Act (WVEC Bill) EIL

HB 3176 Surface Owners Protection Act (Committee Bill) EIL

HB 3206 Authorizing DEP Secretary to sign NPDES permits (Bad Bill) Gov Org

HB 3271 Creating a tax credit for certain solar energy systems text (Great Bill) EIL

(NOTE: All agency rules bills have been introduced sporadically in both houses. WVEC is tracking those separately).
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March 22: Coalfield authors discuss their nonfiction works at Taylor
Books, 226 Capitol Street, Charleston. 2 PM -5 PM. Wyoming County
WV native Dr. Shirley Steward Burns ("Bringing Down the Mountains")
and Harlan County KY native Bud Fultz ("Fixing the Ungodly Mess") will
discuss their books and viewpoints.

Sponsored by Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC).

March 25-26: "Building A Greener Future" Conference. National
Conservation Training Center (NCTC) near Shepherdstown.
Homeowner sessions / weatherization & remodeling projects.
For more information: Olga Adams (304) 267-8953.

March 27 & 28: 3rd Annual Conference, "Growing a Green
Generation". Oglebay Resort & Conference Center. Keynote speakers
- Ruth McCaully, Director of EPA's office of Health Protection and
Environmental Education and Vince Meldrum, past director of Earth
Force. Panel discussion on Green Schools with education,
environmental, & community leaders.

For more information: 1 (800) 624-6988.

March 28: Eastern Panhandle Green Homes Tour. Sponsored by the
Potomac Valley Audubon Society. Fee: $15 (a portion applied toward
purchase of renewable energy credits to offset the carbon load
emitted as a result of the tour. Balance used to support Potomac Valley
Audubon's environmental education programming with area school
children.)

For more information: http://www.potomacaudubon.org/

March 28: Panel discussion on Clean Elections. Marshall University,
Student Center (lower level conference room), Huntington. Begins at
10:00 AM. Carol Warren (WV Citizens for Clean Elections) will speak,
and Labor Council members will participate. A continental breakfast
will be provided.

For more information: (304)

April 11: Legislative Session adjourns at midnight.

April 17 & 18: Annual WV Sustainable Fair 2009 - “Green Makes
$en$e”. Stonewall Resort, Roanoke WV (exit 91 off 1 79.) Jeffrey
Barrie, noted filmmaker, serves as keynote speaker addressing
“Kilowatt Ours - The Energy Conservation Solution”. New edition of
his film will be shown, followed by a question & answer period. Other
Highlights: Seminars on Green Building, Slow Food WV, Fuel Cell

Calendar of Events §%-

Technology, Solar Energy, 21st Century Collaborative, Children's
Gardening; Exhibits, Demonstrations, Art Exhibit - "Sustenance for the
Soul", Alternative Transportation. Gourmet Benefit Dinners: "Taste of
WYV - Farmers & Their Chefs" (Friday, cost $25) and "A Sustainable
Feast" (Saturday - cost $40). Live auction Saturday evening with
auctioneer Bob Stewart, of Stewart's Auction Co., Jane Lew, WV.
Admission only $5. at the door. Reservations for either or both dinners
available in advance.

For more information: www.sustainablelivingforWV.com

or call Denise, (304) 617-7073 - deniseap@earthlink.net

April 25: Earth Day Celebration. Folk Life Center, Pipestem WV.
Features a panel discussion on wind power; live music, camping.
For more information: Shelly Turner -(304) 466-0626.

May 1: WV Citizen Action Group's Annual Spring Fundraiser.
Woman's Club of Charleston - 1600 Virginia Street East. Great buffet,
progressive friends, silent auction. Live Music! Tickets just $30 a
person.

For more information: WV-CAG office, (304) 346-5891.

May 30: Kanawha Valley Connections: Creating Pathways to
Sustainability” Fair. Habitat for Humanity ReStore, 815 Young Street,
Charleston. All day event. Sustainability themes showcased include,
local foods, businesses & jobs, conservation, energy sources,
recycling, health, economic development, culture, transportation,
recreation. Organizers are seeking exhibitors with green or
sustainable products, practices.

For more information: Will Taylor, (304) 382-1233.

June 27: 6th Annual Lavender Fair - "Just Keep Dancing!". LaPaix
Herb Farm, Lewis County (just outside of Weston.) The farmis listed
as a National Historic Landmark (May/Kraus Homestead.) Workshops
and talks on using herbs for crafts, culinary and medicinal purposes,
organic wild edibles, etc. Demonstrations, interesting booths, wood
walks, gourmet food, live music and much more.

Admission: $5/person, $10/family (one car)

For more information: _www.lapaixherbfarmproducts.com/
lavender_fair_2009.htm

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston WV 25311
Phone: (304) 414-0143 www.wvecouncil.org

Renewed Membership

New Membership

Membership Levels

Change of Address Donation

$ 10 Student/ Senior
Name: $ 25 Regular

$ 50 Seedling
Address: $ 100 Sustaining

$ 250 Enviro Steward
City, State, Zip: $ 500 Canopy

$1,000 Old Growth
Phone: e-mail $ Other
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West Virginia Environmental Council
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311

E-Day Review .... see page 4

Pictured left: Delegate Don Perdue,
House Majority Leader Brent Bogg,
Speaker of the House of Delegates Rich-
ard Thompson (recipient of the "Chuck
Chambers Public Service" award), Don
Garvin, and Beth Thompson.
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