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Under the Dome

By Donald S. Garvin, Jr.
WVEC Legidlative Coordinator

Week 5—DoingtheRight Thing

ThisWednesday | witnessed an amazing speech
by an amazing man.

It wasone of thoserare momentsthat | will addto
thefew redlly unforgettable memoriesthat will bewith me
therest of my life.

Asl sat thereinthe Senate Gallery, | watched as
my good friend and fishing buddy Senator Jon Blair
Hunter rosefrom hischair to addresshisfellow Senators.

He shuffled through the pages of hisspeechto
make surethey werein order. Hissecretary had printed
the speech out in alargetypeface, because the Senator
had misplaced hisglassesthat morning.

“Mr. President,” hebegan, | stand heretoday to
offer my confesson.”

Hecontinuedinacam, steady voice. “God
created our mountains. God created our clear, clean
mountain streamsand rivers. God created our lush green
forestsand God created our hardy mountaineer ancestors
who settled these hill sbecause of our mountains, our clesr,
clean streams, and our lush green forests.”

“And, yes, God a so put the cod inthose
mountains,” he continued.

“But | firmly believe Hedid not intend for usto
destroy the mountains, the streams, theforestsand His
peopleto mineit.”

“Coal canbemined without mountaintop removal,
Mr. President.”

..... continued on page 3
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D.C. Circuit Court Declares
EPA’s Mercury Rule lllegal

Noteto the West VirginiaDepartment of
Environmental Protection and membersof the West
VirginiaLegidature WE TOLD YOU SO!

Inacompletevictory for public and environmental
hedlth, theU.S. Court of Appealsfor the District of
Columbiatoday invalidated apair of EPA rulesthat would
haveallowed coal-fired power plantsto overwhelm
waterways, fish and communitieswith harmful level sof
mercury for decadesto come. The Court found EPA’s
2005 rulesremoving power plantsfrom the Clean Air
Act’slist of toxic sourcesand creating an anemic “ cap and
trade” regulatory schemetobeinviolation of the Act.

Two yearsago the WV EC L obby Team made
these same argumentsto DEP and thelegidatureand the
WV Bureau of Public Hedlth, and al we could salvage
wasawhitewashed study report from thetwo agencies
that continued to ignorethe strong sciencethat showed
clearly that EPA’'s proposed ruleswereinadequate to
protect human health and the environment.

Instead, West Virginiabecamethefirst stateto
adopt theflawed EPA rules.

Today, the Court, in striking down EPA’sactions,
found that the Bush Administration’sexplanationfor
ddisting power plants* deploysthelogic of the Queen of
Hearts, substituting EPA' sdesiresfor the plaintext of (the
CleanAirAct.).”

Power plants, thelargest source of manmade
mercury inthe country, spew 48 tonsof the dangerous
neurotoxinintotheair each year, whileasinglegram—1/
70th of ateaspoon—of mercury per year isenough to

..... continued on page 3
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E~Day at the capitol

Friday, February 22nd

House & Senate Halls / Upper Rotunda (well) area
WYV State Capitol, Charleston WV
10a.m.~2p.m.

Displays, Grassroots lobbying, more

E-Day Benefit Reception

The Women's Club of Charleston
(Corner of Virginia St. East & Elizabeth St, Charleston)
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Live music by: The Blue Notes!
Deluxe Soup & salad buffet
Suggested Donation:
$15 a person - $25 per couple (or whatever you can afford!!!)

2008 WVEC Award Recipients:
Mother Jones - Senator Jon Blair Hunter
Chuck Chambers Public Service -
Delegate Mike Burdiss & Delegate Joe Talbott
Laura Forman Grassroots Activist -

Matt Keller and Chuck Nelson
Linda Schnautz Environmental Courage -
Chrystal Gunnoe
Green Entrepreneur -

Mountain View Builders / Mountain View Solar
Youth Activism - Danny Chiotos

WV Environmental Council
2008 Board of Directors:
Jim Kotcon, President
Carol Warren, Vice President
Denise Poole, Past President
Danny Chiotos, Secretary
Frank Young, Treasurer

Myra Bonhage-Hale  Greg Carroll
John Christensen  Liz Garland
Don Gasper Karen Grubb
Sherry Evasic Janet Keating
Chelena McCoy
Mary Ellen O'Farrell  Bill Price
Cindy Rank Matthew lvan Stiefel
Chuck Wyrostok  Gary Zuckett

Membership Organizations:
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
WV Highlands Conservancy
WYV Rivers Coalition
WYV Sierra Club
WYV Citizen Action Group
Coal River Mountain Watch
Plateau Action Network

Chuck Wyrostok
Outreach Coordinator
wyro@appalight.com

Don Garvin
Legislative Coordinator
dsgjr@aol.com

Denise Poole
Program Coordinator
deniseap@earthlink.net

Don Alexander
Web Site Coordinator &
E-Mail Listserve Coordinator
paradox@spectrumz.com

www.wvecouncil.org

Legislative Session 2008 Information Sources:
Legislative Reference & Information Center:

MB-27, Bld. 1 - State Capitol Complex, Charleston WV 25305

WV Legislative web-site: www.legis.state.wv.us

For bill tracking, bulletin board (journals), legislators' e-mails.)

To Call Toll Free: 1-877-565-3447 or local Charleston area: (304) 347-4836

WV Environmental Council Web-site: www.wvecouncil.org

CAPWIZ: http://capwiz.com/catholicconferencewv/issues/alert/?alertid=10836991

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition: If you want to easily get the latest
news during the legislative session, check

www.ohvec.org/ovec_news.html and www.ohvec.org/news_gen.html daily.

Every morning, OVEC checks scores of news sources and posts links to make it
easier for you to stay informed.

Green Legidative Update

Legislative Update is published by
the West Virginia Environmental
Council (WVEC) - a statewide
organization dedicated to facilitating
communication and cooperation
among citizens in promoting
environmental protection in West
Virginia. LegislativeUpdate, is
published weekly during the
Legislative Session.

Legislative Update welcomes
letters, articles, and art work from
readers and reserves the right to

edit or reject submissions. Please
send materials to:

Denise Poole, editor
deniseap@earthlink.net
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 414-0143
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Under the Dome ... cont. from pg. 1

Earlier that morning SB 588 had been introduced.
Senator Hunter wasthe sole sponsor of that bill, abill that
would put ahalt to the practice of burying hundreds of
milesof streamswith tonsof rubbleblasted off the tops of
mountains.

Whilel have known for yearsthat the Senator isa
devout Cathalic, thiswasthefirst speech | haveheard him
givewhere he spoke openly of hisfaith.

“Tointentionally destroy God's creations, bethey
human or amountain, isaSin of Commission,” hesaid.
“To stand by and do nothingisaSin of Omission.”

“Onthisholy day, Ash Wednesday, | wishto
confessmy sinof omission, and | promiseto sinnomore.”

I”’m not sure how the Senator managed to keep
hiscomposureat that point —1 was about to lose mine
listening to him fromthe Gallery —but he never fatered.

He continued to speak about the* 1.4 million
acresor 2,200 square miles’ of mountainsthat have been
destroyed, and the* 1,200 miles of streams” that have
been buried.

“ And what about our people?’ heasked, ashe
spoke of theloss of both jobsand population that this
form of strip mining on steroi ds hasbrought to southern
West Virginia

The Senator spoke emotionally about the serious
impacts caused by mountaintop removal miningtothe
lifestyleand hedlth of the citizensof the coafields.

Senator Hunter concluded his speech by saying
that he knew that the Senate would not passhishill, “ but
asoneof my last confessions, | had to confessmy sin of
not doing thissooner during my elevenyearsinthisbody.”

Whilemy friend wasgiving thisspeech | was
desperately tryingtotakeit al in. The Senate Chamber
was absol utely quiet —you could hear apindrop. And
when hefinished Senator Randy White roseand asked for
“unanimousconsent” that Senator Hunter’sremarks
appear intheofficial Journa of the State Senate.

And then the moment had passed. The Senate
went back to businessasusudl .

But that moment will bewith meforever —arare
moment when an extraordinary man did theright thing for
all theright reasons.

S0, pleasekeep your bird feedersfull thisweek.
It'stheright thing to do.

e
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EPA'sM ercury Rule ... cont. from pg. 1

contaminate a25-acrelaketo the point that fish areunsafe
to eat. EPA estimatesthat asmany as 600,000 babies
may be borninthe United Statesannually withirreversible
brain damage because pregnant mothers ate mercury-
contaminated fish. Mercury risksa so include delayed
devel opmenta milestones, reduced neurological test
scores, and cardiovascular disease. Nearly one-third (32
percent) of America slakesand nearly one-fourth (24
percent) of our riverswere subject to advisoriesfor
mercury contaminationin 2003.

Fish consumption advisoriesdueto mercury
pollution have been posted for every river and streamin
West Virginia

Despitethe devastatingimpact theseemissonsare
having ontheenvironmenta and human hedlth of the
nation and clear mandatesunder the Clean Air Act, EPA
has steadfastly refused to regul ate power plant mercury
pollution, instead coming up with anon-control planthat
dlowed theenergy giantsto continueemitting sgnificant
amounts of mercury. “ These rulesrepresented what was
perhapsthe biggest sellout to industry inthe history of
EPA,” said Waterkeeper Alliance Legal Director and
attorney onthe case, Scott Edwards. “It’sareal tragedy
that we' ve had to spend two years getting thisindustry-
scripted scheme struck down while energy companies
continueto poison our childrenwith mercury.”

With EPA'sddisting action declaredillegd, the
Agency isnow obligated to develop “Maximum
Achievable Control Technologies’ standardsfor power
plant mercury emissions. Severa U.S. Department of
Energy studiesconducted over the past few yearshave
demonstrated that upwards of 90 percent of power plant
mercury emissionscan beeliminated using affordableand
availablereductiontechnologies.

Fourteen statesand dozens of Native American
tribes, public health and environmenta groups, and
organi zationsrepresenting registered nursesand physicians
wereplaintiffsinthiscase.

Critters

Legidatorshaveintroduced resol utionsthat
nominatethetimber rattlesnakeasWest Virginia sofficid
statereptile, whileagiant prehistoric ground doth, the
Megal onyx j effer sonii, has been nominated for
designation astheofficid statefossll ... and dl thistimewe
thought the official statefossil wasRobert C. Byrd!
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Why Coal-to-Liquids

IsaBad |dea
By Mickie Wolfe, WWEC

WEe' re hearing alot these days about so-called
“clean coa” technol ogies, oneof whichisaprocessfor
producing liquid fuel for useinmotor vehicles. Thefactis,
however, that of all thethingsthat can be donewith cod,
thisistheworst - for anumber of reasons.

Firgt, the processthat producesliquid fuel from
coal isonly about 50 percent efficient, meaning that, in
order to obtain 1,000 BTUsof usablefuel, about 2,000
BTUsmust beinvested. Thismakescoa-to-liquids
(CTL) avery wasteful useof codl.

Becausethisprocessisso energy-intensive, the
volume of greenhouse gases(GHGs) emitted ismorethan
twicethose emitted in the production and use of gasoline
anddiesel. Advocatesof CTL proposeto captureand
storethe GHGsthat result from the production process.
However, carbon capture and storage (CCS) isrelatively
new and untried, and isnot expected to beviablefor at
least tenyears. Evenif CCSissuccessful, theliquidfuel
produced from coal releasesmore GHGswhenitis
burned than do either gasolineor diesdl.

Advocatesof cod-to-liquid arguethat it will
decrease our country’sdemand for foreign oil, which
accountsfor about 60 percent of our supply. Thereare,
however, severd problemswith thisargument. First, the
new federa Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 mandatesthat by 2020, U.S. automobiles, SUV's
and light trucks must average 35 mpg - anincrease of 40
percent. Thisincreaseinfuel economy eliminatesabout 2/
3of our foreign oil demand.

Second, our largest foreign supplier of oil isnot an
unstable Middle Eastern country, but rather is Canada,
withwhichthe U.S. enjoysan excellent relationship.

A third problemwith the* energy independence”
argumentisthat CTL smply isnot the best way to achieve
thisobjective. TheNational Coa Council itself found that
burning the same amount of coal to produceelectricity to
power plug-in hybrid carswould replacetwiceasmuch ail
without generating nearly asmuch greenhousegas. Plug-
inhybridsareontheway; Genera Motors Voltis
scheduled to beavailablein 2010. Other modelsmay be
availableeven sooner.

If West Virginiadoesget into the coal-to-liquids
business, oneresult will beanincreased demand for coal.
Thismeansmore mountaintop removal, which West

Green Legidative Update

Virginiansoppose by amargin of at least 2:1, according to
polls.

The CTL processuses hugevolumesof water - a
preciousresourcethat will doubtlessbecome even more
preciousinthefuture.

Findly, if producing liquid fuelsfrom coa werea
sound economic proposition, the private sector would
already bedoingit. Inaworld sothreatened by climate
change, investing taxpayer fundsinany typeof carbon-
based energy isquestionableat best. Inthecaseof CTL,
whichisplagued with all the problemsoutlined above, itis
ludicrous. Further, theeconomicsof CTL become
unfavorableif oil dropsbel ow about $55 per barrel, which
isnotinconceivable.

"Clean Coal" .....
IS an oxymoron

Send UsYour Lovel

Valentine'sDay isnext week and you areall our
“sweethearts’ and wejust know that we are your
sweethearts, too.

Sowhy not send usyour love“ offerings’ to help
warmusup? Wereally do rely onyour contributionsto
keep the WV EC |obby team working on your behalf at the
capitol. Andwe need your support now morethan ever.

So send usaVaentinegift today, and you' || seehow
muchit will warmyour heart aswell.

Happy Valentine'sDay to all our Swesties,
Don Garvin
WVEC Legidlative Coordinator

e
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Get Up, Stand Up

Grassroots Citizen Lobbying Essential
By Chuck Wyrostok, WVEC Outreach

Stand upfor your rights! Thistimelessadvice
from reggaelegend Bob Marley hasnever been more
relevant. Perhapsyou’ venoticed thegenera unwillingness
of our state government to do theright thing. This
intransi gence can only be stopped by convincing our
legidatorsthat compromising thequality of our air, water
and landiscompletely unacceptable.

WV EC'steam of |obbyistsisworking full-timeat the
capitol right now to achievethisgoal, but their efforts
would beimmeasurably boosted if you would pay avisit
toyour delegatesand senatorsduring thisLegidative
Session.

Theeffectivenessof thiscannot be overstated.
Nothing replacestheface-to-face meetingsfrom
congtituents. Therearemany progressivebillsthissession,
and we need support from our representativesat the
capital. It'stimeto stop doing businessasusua and
ensureasafe and secure environmentd future. Youwill be
thererepresenting many others...youwill betherefor your
family, your grandchildren and peoplewho smply think
that you“can’tfight city hall”.

Whenlegidatorsarevisited by votersfromtheir
homedistricts, they pay attention. 1t will beimportant for
you to emphasize that you sacrificed that day to cometo
Charleston and that you want action and resultsor people
intheir homedistrict will hear about it.

WE Il arrangefor amember of our lobby teamto
meet you onyour arrival, brief you onthe status of specific
billsbeing considered and guideyoutoyour legidators
offices. Firsttimersmay bestruck by the sense of
empowerment you experience. It' sgrassrootsat itsbest.

WEe' ve selected Tuesday asthe optimum day for
your visit, but Mondays, Wednesdaysand Thursdays
work aswell (Fridays, legidatorsareleaving for the
weekend).

All you haveto doiscontact mewith your plans
at wyro@appalight.com or 304 927-2978 and | will
arrangefor you to meet our lobbyistsand make your day
aspainless, effectiveand satisfying aspossible.

If youliveagrest distance from Charleston, try to carpool
with peoplefromyour area. We' Il try to arrange
overnight lodging if youneedit. Charleston areafolks,
pleaselet meknow if out-of-town travelerscan stay
overnight at your home.

Green Legidative Update

Oh, onelast thing. Friday, February 22™isE-
Day at the Capitol.

It'san excdlent timefor citizen lobbying, aswell
asnetworking in person with our member groupsand
having fun together intheevening at our benefit reception.
Highlightsincludeour 2008 Environmenta Awards, live
music by The Blue Notesand abuffet dinner. So,
whatever you decidefitsyour schedulebest, just let me
know and we' || makeyour day worthwhile.

Plastic Grocery Bags?
House Bill Would Ban By 2011!

Excerpted from Associated Press, February 8, 2008

A bill introduced thisweek inthe Housewould
requireretall establishmentsto phaseout the use of plastic
bagshby 2011.

Themeasurewould alsorequireretailersto
provide compostabl e bags such as paper; or offer reus-
ablebagsfor purchase; put recycling labelson bagsand
placerecycling binsat storesfor customer use.

"Pastic bags have becomeapublic eyesore,
cluttering river banksand roadways." said Delegate Ral ph
Rodighiero (D-Logan), thebill'slead sponsor.

" A ban on the bagswould a so benefit theenvi-
ronment. If we switched back to paper bags, the paper
itself goesback into thedirt. Tenyearsfromnow, plastic
bagswill still be hanging out dlongsidetheroads." hesaid.

Other stateshave considered smilar legidation but
retail opposition hasprevented themeasuresfromgaining
momentum. Thefirstlocal government to ban plastic
shopping bagswas San Francisco last March.

Thereisdebate.... whether plasticbagsare
actualy the better environmental choice. Atissueare
concerns about thetrees cut down to make paper bags,
the pollution created during production, theextratrans-
portation costsfor aheavier, lesscompact product and
that plasticsare produced from the waste products of ail
refining.

L ook Who Filed

Long-time WV EC member and former board
president Elizabeth (Liz) Sampson hasfiledto runfor
the 11th Senate District seat being given up by Senator
Shirley Love, D-Fayette.

There can be no doubt how Elizabeth Sampson
would vote on environmental issues. Way togo, Liz!
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Stream “ Shuffle” Begins

By Donald S. Garvin, Jr.

It wasan ugly sceneinthe Senate Natural
Resources Committee meeting Wednesday, asthe“ Tier
2.5 Stream Shuffle” beganin earnest.

For starters, the room was packed to overflowing
with angry misnformed farmersand loggerswho just
happened to be at the Capitol for Farm Bureau and
Forestry Association day. What acoincidence!

Thebigitem onthe committee’ sagendawas SB
456, the antidegradati on implementation proceduresrule
(60CSR5). Youwill recall that just prior to the sessionthe
Joint Legidative Rule-Making Review Committeevoted to
restorethe Tier 2.5 stream list to the 309 streams
proposedinlast year’s Antidegradation Implementation
rule

WEell, on Wednesday, after only brief discussion of
therule, theNatural Resources Committeevoted to
accept an amendment made by Senator Karen Facemyer
(R-Jackson) toreducethe Tier 2.5list down to 108
streams.

Only two senatorsvoted in opposition: Senator
Randy White (D-Webster) and Senator John Unger (D-
Berkeley).

In addition, the committee voted to add athird
committeereferencetothebill, sendingit first to Senate
Finance Committeebeforesendingit to the Judiciary
Committee. TheFinance Committee chair isSenator Walt
Helmick (D-Pocahontas), who wasthe author of last
year’ samendment to gut thelist to just 38 streams.

So at the halfway point in the session the battle
over protecting the state'scleanest streamsand rivershas
begun. Whereit will end upisanybody’sguessat this

point.
Water Resources Plan

TheJoint Legidative Oversght Commissionon
State Water Resources approved today aproposed hill
that would continue the state water resources survey,
authorize DEPto devel op astate water resources man-
agement plan and authorize designation of regional and
“critical ared’ water resources planning areas.

Thecommission'sproposal will beintroduced next
week asabill ineach house. Commission chair Senator
John Unger (D-Berkeley) said thisisthe next step neces-
sary to protect water quantity inWest Virginia.

Green Legidative Update

REAP Rules....
Read ‘Em and Weep!

By John Christensen, WWEC

Rulesarerules- or sothey say ontheball field.
But, down hereat thelegidatureit seemstobea
convoluted, unsympathetic mess. Thewholeprocessbegs
forrevison.

Theonerulethat we vebeenwatching closaly
from DEPlately is SB 385 and involvesachangeinthe
Recycling Ass stance Grant Program known affectionately
asREAP. I'msureyou’ ve heard theradio commercias
featuring our beloved governer, aka"MaoJo" touting this
program asthe best thing thisside of M onaco.

Our county Solid Waste Authority's(SWA) have
utilized thisrecycling funding mechanismfor over tenyears
inthemountain Sate- building state of theart recycling
facilitiesfor collecting clean, separated material sand
turning them into cash, productsand va uablelandfill space
to beused for future generations.

The program hasworked very well up to now, so
why would the state regul ators decide county solid waste
authority grant money will NOT beused for permanent
structuresand capital improvements? Thereisnoway
that aprogram could survivewithout small to medium-
sized buildings, sheds, loading docks, retaining wallsand
thelike. Thosestructuresareinherent to asuccessful
recycling program.

In their infinitewisdom, our DEPregulators
specifically banned new structuresand capital
improvements inthenew rulesdespitealetter writing
campaignduringinterims. What'sacounty solid waste
authority todo? Luckily they haveold garbage crazies
likeusto do alittleground work that may rectify the
stuation. We' ve crafted an amendment to allow
permanent structures, fix the problem of regulatory
omission and alow our county recycling programsthe
discretion needed to operate aworkablefacility.

It'sour intent that recyclerscan expand and
become moreefficient and sustainable. Themorewe
recyclethelesswelandfill. What aconcept!

Thanksto Senator John Unger |l for assisting our
effortsinthefinance committee and Del egate Bonnie
Brown (D-Kanawha) for her unwavering support. Our
county solid wasteauthorities, privaterecyclers, solid
waste management board, and the mostly volunteer staff
deserveour hel p onthisimportant matter.
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State Should Protect Wild

Trout Streams
By David W. Bott

West Virginiais® Openfor Busness.” The
Nationa Shooting Sports Foundation recently rel eased
numberson theimpact that sportsmen have onthe
economy. InWest Virginiaitissignificant.

Overal hunting and fishing provideabig boost.
Thereportistruly shocking. There have awayshbeen
suspicions, and small indicatorsabout the benefitsfrom
sportsmen, but few economists have placed much
leverage on outdoor activitiesasadevel opment factor
becausetheimpactisdiverseand found mostly intherura
counties.

We are speaking of abusinessforce here, onethat
has been overlooked for the most part by economistsand
reportssuch as Unleashing Capitaism. Outdoor activities
inWest Virginiasupport 25,000 jobswith salariesand
wagestotaling $491 million, federa taxesof $138 million,
and stateand local taxesof $172 millionwith aripple
effect of $2 billion. Theseare some seriousnumbersthat
should grabtheattention of all elected officials.

Theimpressive numbersa so demonstrateanglers
havefour timesthe monetary effect, and they spend twice
thenumber of dayson thewater than huntersdo afield.
Angling doubles, triplesand even quadrupl estheimpact of
huntinginal categories. Thisinnoway impliesthereisa
competition between hunting and fishing sncemany
peopledo both. Angling tendsto beafamily affair and has
alonger season, whilehuntingisamore solitary activity.
Theimportant differencesare strictly economic. Income,
jobsandtaxesare strong from all outdoor activities, but
angling does providethefoundationinWest Virginia.

A recent Gazette article concerning the
Associated Press Panel onthe Economy of West Virginia,
which met Jan. 4, revealsthat severa participantsaretill
marching with the same old parade. On the other hand,
theNationa Shooting Sports Foundation report and
recent commentary by Charlie Nichols (Jan. 2) focusupon
thevoting power of sportsmen and apolitical forcethat
might betapped. But thefirmredlity of thisreportisthe
economic potentia of angling. Every loca, county and
state government body should be exploring how they can
benefit fromthefinanciad forceangling presents.

Growing angling opportunitiesinthe statemean
growing the economy and jobs. If thegovernor and
Legidaturearetruly committed to getting West Virginiaout

Green Legidative Update

of the basement economically, the Nationa Shooting
Sports Foundation numbers should beencouraging. These
numbersriva economicindicatorsfor logging and exceed
al numbersfor agriculture. M ost employment supported
by outdoor activity tendsto belocated in small businesses
inrural communities, and they do not havethelobbying
ability of themore predominant industries. Do our
governor and L egidature have the good senseto look
beyond the expected and embraceanew directionto
diversify theeconomy of West Virginia?

Therecent addition of Stonewall Jackson L ake set
Lewis County on anew path of economic growth. The
lake hasbeen amagnet for anglersfrom al around the
country and sparked the growth of small businessesinthe
area. The opportunity to repeat thissuccessin Pocahontas
and Randol ph countiesisstaring usintheface. West
Virginiaisblessed with an abundance of qudity Streams
and we havethe opportunity to highlight two of theunique
fisherieswith the Wildernessdesignation for SenecaCreek
and the East Fork of the Greenbrier River.

Don Gasper, aretired DNR biologist, saidina
June 17, 2007, commentary: “Improved brook trout
fisherieswould be highly sought after, and of increasing
economic value. Wildernessdesignationwill protect them
from futurethreatsand would assure minimal disturbance.
Seneca Creek isaprime example of astream that would
benefit from Wilderness protection with itserosion-prone
Mauch Chunk geology, itsrarewild rainbow trout
popul ation and itsmany spectacular waterfals. Itisthe
Monongahela scenterpiece. Itislistedin‘ Americas 100
best trout streams.” Thisiswhy Trout Unlimited hasa
bumper sticker that reads, * Wilderness, A Great Placeto
Huntand Fish.””

Thegovernor must seethisasan excellent
opportunity to round out thefishing opportunitiesinthe
state from bassfishing to brook trout by protecting two of
the state’ sbest fisheries. Doing sowill boost theimpact of
angling onthe state economy.

Heshould call on Reps. Shelley Moore Capito
and Nick Joe Rahall to endorse Seneca Creek and the
East Fork of the Greenbrier for Wildernessdesignation.
TheNational Shooting Sports Foundation report shinesa
light onabold new initiativefor anew year of economic
opportunity. Itisup to usto continueto build onthese
numbers.

DaveBott, of Westover, isaformer chairman of the West
VirginiaCouncil of Trout Unlimited. Thisop-edarticle
appeared in the Feb. 5 edition of the Charleston Gazette.
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Bills We Are Tracking

Bill Number Title

Senate Bills

SB7 Establishing Flood Protection Planning Council

SB 11 Reducing state vehicles’ petroleum-based fuel consumption

SB 23 Public health assessment of DEP rules (WVEC Bill)

SB 80 Requiring verification of notice to adjoining landowners of timbering operations
SB 124 Prohibiting timbering operations near brook trout streams

SB 135 Establishing returnable beverage container deposit program (Bottle Bill)

SB 216 Eliminating coalbed methane tax exemption

SB 240 Creating WV Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections)

SB 299 Creating Renewable Portfolio Standards Sustainable Energy Act

SB 300 Disallowing accelerated rate recovery for transmission lines

SB 438 DNR rule on drilling in state forests

SB 466 Administration of Dam Safety Rehabilitation Revolving Fund Loan Program

SB 467 Reauthorizing Dam Safety Rehabilitation Revolving Fund PEND Senate

SB 474 Sales tax holiday for Energy Star appliances

SB 482 Oil and Gas Surface Owner’s Bill of Rights

SB 487 Authorizing counties and cities to enter into energy-savings contracts (see HB 4028)
SB 501 Transferring Stream Partners Fund from DNR to DEP

SB 503 Requiring fingerprinting of solid waste facility permit applicants

SB 517 Authorizing DEP Secretary to sign NPDES permits (Bad Bill)

SB 553 Creating Permitting Information Act

SB 555 Limiting classification of managed timberland

SB 568 Green Buildings Act

SB 588 Preventing excess spoil or overburden near certain streams (Anti MTR Bill)
SB 614 Limiting certain land use in growth counties for nonenergy purposes

SB 622 Creating Voluntary Rural and Outdoor Heritage Conservation Act

SB 626 Expedited air pollution permits for minor sources (Terrible Bill)

House Bills

HB 2321 Increasing penalties for discarding trash on land and in streams

HB 2492 Defining “fill material” in the Water Pollution Control Act (Terrible Bill)

HB 2773 Establishing returnable beverage container deposit program (Bottle Bill)

HB 4005 Extending alternative-fuel motor vehicle tax credit

HB 4006 Including bicycle and pedestrian ways in planning and development of state roads
HB 4028 Authorizing counties and cities to enter into contracts for energy-savings

HB 4039 Giving abutting landowners right of first refusal to lease or buy public lands
HB 4041 Eliminating coalbed methane tax exemption

HB 4050 Creating WV Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections)

HB 4066 Green Buildings Act

HB 4083 Creating Renewable Portfolio Standards

HB 4095 Creating commission to study impact of global warming

HB 4133 Strengthening vehicle emission standards

HB 4267 DNR rule on drilling in state forests

HB 4286 Oil and Gas Surface Owner’s Bill of Rights

HB 4305 Tax exemption for energy efficient products

HB 4342 Creating a State Trail Authority within West Virginia Development Office

HB 4408 Eliminating plastic bags from use in retail establishments

HB 4411 Exempting aquaculture facilities from sludge management requirements
HB 4434 Establishing higher education energy and water savings revolving loan fund
HB 4436 Creating solar hot water heating course at community and technical colleges
HB 4438 Expedited air pollution permits for minor sources (Terrible Bill)

HB 4451 Creating Permitting Information Act

HB 4454 Requiring public utilities to file all rates with county commissions

HB 4476 Public-Private Transportation Facilities Act

Committee

Passed Nat Res to Finance

Gov Org
H&HR
Nat Res
Nat Res
Judiciary
EIM
Judiciary
EIM
Judiciary

Passed Nat Res to Judiciary
Passed Nat Res to Finance
Passed Nat Res to Finance

Finance
EIM

Gov Org
Judiciary
Judiciary
EIM

Gov Org

Passed Judiciary to Finance

Gov Org
EIM

Econ Dev
Econ Dev
Judiciary

Judiciary
Judiciary
Judiciary
Finance

Died in Roads & Trans
Passed House to Sen Gov Org

Judiciary
Finance
Judiciary

Gov Org

Ag & Nat Res
Ag & Nat Res
Roads & Trans

Passed Ag & Nat Res to Judiciary

Ind & Labor
Finance

Gov Org

Ag & Nat Res
Ag & Nat Res
Finance
Education
Gov Org

Gov Org

Pol Sub
Roads & Trans

(NOTE: We are tracking all the DEP rules. Senate bill numbers for these rules are SB 369 — SB 392 and SB 456. House bill

numbers for these rules are HB 4179 — HB 4194, HB 4221 — HB 4230, and HB 4284).
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February 22: WVEC's annual E-Day at the Capitol. To be
held in the House & Senate halls and around the well. From
10:00 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m. Environmental & sustainable
business displays, citizen lobby day, press conference and
more.

For display reservations contact: Denise Poole, (304) 414-
0143 or deniseap@earthlink.net.

February 22: WVEC's E-Day Benefit Reception. Location:
The Women's Club, on the corner of Elizabeth Street &
Virginia Street, Charleston. From 6:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m.
Highlights include: 2008 Environmental awards bestowed;
live music by The Blue Notes; deluxe soup & salad bar buffet
dinner and more.

Suggested Donation: $15 per person, or $25 per couple -
or whatever you can afford!!!

For more information: WVEC office, (304) 414-0143 or e-
mail deniseap@earthlink.net.

February 26: Anniversary of Buffalo Creek disaster.

March 8: Last day of the 2008 regular Legislative Session.
Join WVEC for an "Open House End of Session" gathering.
To be held at our office, located at 2206 Washington Street
East, Charleston. Bring your favorite dish and beverage!
Easy walk to and from the capitol to watch the floor session
action till midnight. Convenient Saturday parking behind our
office.

For more information: WVEC office, (304) 414-0143.

April 5-9: 3rd Annual Mountaintop Removal Week in
Washington.

For more information: Contact Mary Anne Hitt or visit
www.iLoveMountains.org.

Calendar of Events $% Bl ec5s, 2

&

April 18- 20: Sustainable Fair. Davis & Elkins College -
Elkins, WV. Keynote, Deborah Koons Garcia, "The Integrity
of Food"; Workshops; Sustainable Booths; Children's
program; Art Exhibit; Live music by Public Outcry; Two
sustainable benefit dinners; WV Symphony concert; Tours to
sustainable locations ... more.

Spearheaded by, Sustainable Living for West Virginia org. in
conjunction with Davis & Elkins college and a host of groups
and green businesses.

Dinner Reservations: Friday night "Taste of West Virginia"
buffet - $25. Saturday night benefit dinner, "Living in Concert
- A Sustainable Feast", $40 (reservations only - limited
seating), contact Jan Myers, (304) 269-7019 or send to Jan
at 295 Simpson Run Rd, Weston WV 26452.

WV Symphony Concert: Saturday evening at 7:30 p.m.
Contact Carol Schuler at D&E College, (304) 637-1388 or by
e-mail, schulerc@Davisand Elkins.edu.

For more information and to participate contact: Denise
Poole, deniseap@earthlink.net or call (304) 617-7073

June 28: 5th Annual "Lavender & More" Fair. La Paix Herb
Farm, Alum Bridge WV (Lewis County). Highlights include:
workshops, presentations, demonstrations, variety of booths,
wood walks, garden tours, plants, gourmet lunch.
Admission: $5. per person or $10. per family.

For moreinformation contact : Myra Bonhage-Hale,
steward: lapaixpeace@gmail.com or visit the website:
www.lapaixherbfarmproducts.com

October: WV Environmental Council's annual Fall Confer-
ence. Join WVEC this fall as we set our 2009 agenda, offer
workshops, recreation outings and more. Stay tuned for
exact date, location and other details for our 19th annual Fall
Conference.

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston WV 25311
Phone: (304) 414-0143 www.wvecouncil.org

Renewed Membership
Change of Address

Name:

New Membership
______Donation

Membership Levels

$ 10 Student/Senior
$ 25 Regular

Address:

$ 50 Seedling
$ 100 Sustaining

City, State, Zip:

$ 250 Enviro Steward
$ 500 Canopy

Phone: e-mail

$1,000 Old Growth
$ Other
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West Virginia Environmental Council
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311

Ve A\
Inside: P = S
Under the Dome
Breaking News! EPA’'s Mercury Members ... if you are still receiving
Rule Declared lllegal your Legislative Update newsletter
E-Day Approaches via U.S. Post, and would like to re-
Tier 2.5 ceive via e-mail only: Please send
Coal-to-liquid Bad Idea your e-mail address to Denise at:
Plastic Bags Ban House Bill denisap@earthlink.net.
Grassroots Lobbying
REAP - WV Solid Waste Help the e-council save resources!
Bill Tracking
Calendar of Events Y

N J
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