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Week 1 —-Amazing

Thisweek was both thefinal week of Legidative
Interim sessionsand thefirst week of theregular legidative
session. Any way you look at it, it was an amazing week
for WVEC.

On Sunday the Joint L egidative Rule-Making
Review Committee actually agreed to restorethe
Antidegradation Policy languageto the Department of
Environmental Protection’sproposed air quality rules.

Thelanguagethat DEP had removed fromtherule
wasjust three short paragraphsthat DEP said were
“redundant” because of changesthey were proposingin
other sections of therules. However, | had pointed out to
the committee—for thelast two years—that thisPolicy
wastheonly placeintheair quality rulesthat contained a
commitment by the State “to obtain and maintain the
cleanest air possible.”

So on Sunday, after hearing our argumentsone
moretime, Delegate Joe Talbott (D-Webster) made a
motion to amend the stricken paragraphs back into therule.
The motion was approved by aunanimousvoice vote, and
the amended rulewas al so approved.

| was somewhat stunned.

Then on Monday, the same committee approved
theWater Quality Standards Rule. DEPhad proposed to
greatly expandthe®B2” trout stream list contained inthis
rule. WV EC hasbeen in strong support of thisrule because
it provideswater quality standardsthat are higher eventhan
drinking water standardsfor alarge segment of West
Virginiastreams.

Again, | wassomewhat surprised that coal industry
lobbyists (who really hatethisrule) did not ask to speak in

... continued on page 3
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WVEC RollsOut

Citizens Energy Plan
By Vickie Wolfe, WVEC Lobbyist

Chancesareyou reawarethat theManchin
administration has devel oped an energy planfor the state
that includesfive cod-to-liquidfacilitieswhilegiving only
lip serviceto renewablesand conservation. (If you
haven't read it yet, thegovernor’splanisaccessibleat
http:/Amww.wvdo.org/community/EOD.pdf).

Producing liquid fuelsfrom coal isabadideafor a
number of reasonsincluding increased greenhousegas
emissions, theamount of water used, thelow efficiency of
the process, the uncertainty surrounding carbon capture
and storage, the economics, and theincreased coa mining
that would becalledfor.

Threepublic hearingswere held—oneeachin
August, September and October—at which many
concerned citizens showed up and expressed their
concern about coal toliquids. Thecitizensoffered dozens
of ideasfor amore progressive energy policy. However,
those hearingsturned out to be awaste of West
Virginians tax dollars, because noneof the public’sinput
wasintegrated into the plan.

The WVEC therefore has devel oped aCitizens
Energy Plan, which you can read on our website at
www.wvecouncil.org. Thegoalsof thePlanareto 1)
reduce greenhouse gasemissions, 2) promotethe
devel opment of new, economically sustainablebusinesses
and jobs; 3) reducethe United States' dependenceon
imported oil; and 4) conserve energy resourcesand water.
We proposethat these goals be accomplished through the
implementation of energy efficiency and conservation

... continued on page 3
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Under the Dome ... continued from page 1

opposition and that therule passed with relatively little
discussion.

But then on Tuesday, in atruly amazing turn of
events, this same Rule-Making Review Committee voted to
restoretheTier 2.5 stream list to the 309 streams proposed
inlast year’sAntidegradation |mplementation rule!

After alengthy debate, Delegate Mike Burdiss (D-
Wyoming) rosefrom hischair and unrolled areally great
map of WV streams and then gave one of the most
el oguent speeches about streamsand water quality | have
ever heard alawmaker give.

“Asalegidator, | think that | havearesponsibility
to votefor clean water for my residents,” said Burdiss, a
retired coal miner and former United MineWorkers
lobbyig.

“What arewedoing here?’ Burdissasked. “The
Chamber [of Commerce] saysto voteto pollute, to degrade
the water?’

Delegate Tabott al so spoke eloquently in favor of
restoring the streamsthat DEP had proposed to slash from
thelist.

“Water isthe most important asset in West
Virginia,” Talbott said. “1t’smoreimportant than coa, more
important than timber.”

Delegate Burdissthen made amotion to restorethe
list to the 309 streams. All the Democratsonthe
committee—Burdiss, Talbott, committee co-chair Sen. Joe
Minard (D-Harrison), committee co-chair Del. Bonnie
Brown (D-Kanawha), Ddl. TimMiley (D-Harrison), Sen.
Roman Prezioso (D-Marion), Sen. John Unger (D-
Berkeley), and Sen. John Fanning (D-McDowell) —voted
infavor, and all the Republicans— Sen. Karen Facemeyer
(R-Jackson), Del. Kelli Sobonya (R-Cabell), Del. John
Overington (R-Berkeley) and Sen. DonnaBoley (R-
Pleasants) —voted against it. The vote wasthe sameon
approving therule asamended, eight to four, and so the
stream list wasrestored.

So here' swhere we stand today on the two water
rules— exactly wherewe werethistimelast year!! Both
rules are the same as proposed last year. We are back to
sguare one, with almost 60 brutal daysto go.

And then on Thursday, werolled out the WVEC
Citizens Energy Plan with avery successful press
conference.

Allinall itwasareally great week for the
Environmental Council. | don’tknow if | canstand all this
fun!

Until next week, keep your bird feedersfull.
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Rolls Out ... continued from page 1

measures, and through thediversification of West
Virginia senergy portfoliotoincluderenewableenergy
SOUrces.

Herearejust threehighlightsof the Citizens Energy

Fan:

* Morethan half the stateshave adopted Renewable
Portfolio Standards (RPS) that requireanincreasing
amount of eectricity tocomefrom renewable
generation. Werecommend that West Virginiaadopt
an RPSrequiring electric utilitiesto generatea
minimum of 25 percent of their ectricity from
renewables by 2025.

* Inorder to encourage conservation of gasoline (and
thus decrease both greenhouse gasemissionsand
dependenceonforeignail), we propose that West
Virginid svehicleregistration fee should bebased on
thevehicle sfuel economy rather thanitsvalue: the
lower thefuel economy, the morethe owner would
haveto pay. Thosewho want gasguzzlerscan till
havethem, but their registration feewould be quite
large. Thosewho ownthe most efficient vehicles,
such asaToyotaPrius, would pay nothing.

*  Werecommend that West Virginiaset energy
efficiency requirementsfor new and renovated state
buildings

Wehopeyou'll contact your legidatorsand
expressyour support for our Citizens Energy Plan, as
well asyour disgpprovd of theManchin administration’s
regressveplan.

A Successful Press Conference

On Thursday, the WV EC introduced our Citizens
Energy Plan at apressconference held in acapitol
conferenceroom.. Theroomwasfilled by representatives
of WV EC member organizations, supporters, legidators
and afew reporters. Among those speaking was
Delegate BarbaraF eischauer (D-Monongalia), who
briefly discussed four environmentad billsshe sintroducing
thissession (more on that next week!). Overall, theevent
wasagreat success!

S C——
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Rule on Oil and Gas Drilling in
State Forests Moves Forward

Thelnterim LegidativeRule-Making Review
Committee hasapproved anew rule controlling oil and
gasdrillingin State Forests.

Therulerequiresthedriller to givenoticestothe
State Forestsand to the public that contain proposed well
and accessroad locationsand other information. Notices
of proposed road maintenance arealsorequired. The
noticesare posted onthe Division of Natural Resources
web siteand e-mailed to those who haverequested
noticesby e-mails. For anew well, thenoticesarea so
published inalocal newspaper. Thepublic canthen
submit commentsto DNR to consider when DNR
respondsto thedriller’'splansandtothedriller’s
application to the Department of Environmenta Protection
for adrilling permit.

Theruleasorequiresthedriller to consider
recreational uses, natura resources, and endangered or
rare speciesknownto DNR or that areidentified by the
public. It prohibitscutting treeson the side of access
roads, called* daylighting”, unlessDNR specifically
agrees. Thesteepnessof roadsislimited and extra
stabilization and erosion control structuresarerequired. It
allows DNR to suspend road building and other activities,
other than actual ongoing drilling, duringinclement
weather. Re-vegetation of well sitesand roadsis
improved by requiring seed mixturesthat arefriendlier to
wildlife. DNR canrequirenative seedsif they are
effectiveand not too costly. Improved road maintenance
practicesarerequired and bull dozer “blading” of roads
for maintenanceislimited. Therulerequiresmost roadsto
be gated and for thedriller to compensate the Statefor
damagesif agateisleft unlocked.

“Webedlievethisisahugestep for theforestsand
theforest users,” said David McMahon, alawyer (and
long-time WV EC member and al-round good guy
progressivelobbyist) who hasworked with thecitizen
group pushing for the new protections.

“Wewould have preferred to haveapublic
hearing instead of just written comments, and wewould
haveliked thedriller to berequiredto do afull biologica
inventory of the surfacethey are proposing to disturb. But
the State’' srights asasurface owner, where the State does
not own themineralss, will be better honored now, and the
publicwho redlly ownsthe Forestswill have somereal

input.”
Green Legidative Update

Green Energy:
| sthe Governor on Board?

Wednesday night Governor Joe Manchin devoted
anunusua amount of his State of the State addressto
speaking about energy issues. On Thursday WVEC
rolled out our Citizen’sEnergy plan, which emphasizes
renewabl e energy sourcesand conservation.

Isthe Governor on board?You bethejudge.
Hereisthetext of the energy portion of the Governor’s
Speech:

“ And asimportant asthetopics|’ ve discussed so
far are, | believe oneof the biggest issuesthat weface not
only asastate but asanation isenergy.

“Today, we hear theterms Energy Security and
Climate Change spoken almost constantly. Aswe
consider how our nation can provide an adequate energy
supply that isenvironmentally acceptable, we must
recognizethecritical roleof clean cod technologiesinthis
discussion. Becauseof itswideavailability, versatility and
reasonable cost, clean cod will bestrategically important
to our energy future. Cod currently isthefuel sourcefor
amost half of thedectricity generated in the United States.
| sincerely believethat technol ogical solutionsleadingto
thegreening of the coa industry hold thekey toAmerica's
security - whichiswhy | am so committed to working
toward the continued devel opment of clean cod
technol ogies and the construction of clean coa power and
fud liquefaction plants.

“ And with the carbon that these new technologies
can capture having been provento enhance natural gas
and oil production, itisclear that thoseindustrieshave
bright futuresin our stateaswell. In 2006 West Virginia
produced over 1.7 million barrelsof oil, and through
enhanced oil recovery, wewill now be ableto extend the
production horizon of our reserves. Natural gasisalsoa
fundamental building block of our state’seconomy. We
produceover 225 hillion cubic feet of natural gasayear to
heat our homesand fuel our factories, and so | ook
forward to the continued success of both of these
industriesin West Virginia,

“| dsorecognizethat West Virginiaisrichin
renewabl e energy sourcestoo, such ashiomassinthe
form of wood and crop residuethat will eventually be
used to makefuel. Solar and wind opportunitiesalso have
their placein our energy portfolio aswell. Tothat end, |
am committed to examining thelegal barriersthat restrict

..... continued on page 5
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Public Financing Act 2008

By Carol Warren, Citizensfor Clean Elections

The coalition partnersof West VirginiaCitizensfor
Clean Electionsareready toroll with our Public
Campaign Financing Act again during the 2008 session.
We have spoken with almost all our Senate and House
sponsorsof last year’shill and arefinding themvery
willing to sponsor again. We haveagreat core group of
supporterswith which towork! Lead sponsorswill be
Senator Jeff Kesder and Del egate John Doyle.

Thisyear, wewill befocusing our attention onthe
House, hoping to movethebill there after acouple of
frustrating sessonsin Senate Finance Committee.
Coditionmemberswill bedoing everythingwecanto
educate more Del egates and Senators about thebill, and
theadvantagesit offersto both citizensand candidates.
Andwe very much need you to contact your
representatives and | et them know you support public
financing for West Virginiacampaigns!

If wewant public policy that reflectsour desires
and values, we need to be ableto el ect peoplewith good
ideas, not just peoplewith big campaign war chests.
Publicfinancing freese ected officialsfrom constantly
chasing campaign contributionsand allowsthemto spend
moretimehearing fromtheir constituents. Citizensaready
pay for eectionsthrough specia dealsand incentive
packages provided to large campaign donors. Doesn'tit
make more senseto spend thefivedollars per household
itwould cost for publicfinancing and gresatly reducethis
gpecid interest influence?

Bottle Bill Introduced
By Linda Frame, linda@wvcag.org

Onthesession’sfirst day, the WV Beverage
Container and Litter Control Act (AKA BottleBill) was
introduced in both the House (HB 2773) and Senate (SB
135). Thehill’sfirst stopisto the Judiciary Committeein
each house.

In February, arepresentativefromtherecycling
industry in Cdiforniawill bevisiting West Virginiaand
Tennesseeto help promote our bottlebill campaigns. He
will meet withlegidatorsand themedia. We Il keepyou
posted on events surrounding thisvisit and how you can
joinus. Inthemeantime, check out www.wyhboattlebill.org
and stay intouch!

Green Legidative Update

Green Energy / Gov? ... cont. frompg. 4

the post-mining devel opment of surface mining operations
and exploring waysto givepriority to post-mining uses
involving renewable energy projectssuch asbiomass,
solar and wind, for the purpose of making theselands
productive.

“However, we must acknowledgethat themain
ingredient to asuccessful energy futureissustainability. We
need to keep learning how to optimizethe use of our
resources, becomemoreenergy efficient, and minimize
waste. And we can all do our part by smply switchingto
compact fluorescent bulbsand ingtd ling high-efficiency
heating and cooling systems, proper insulation and storm
doors- and the statewill help you with these purchasesin
2008 by providinganew ‘energy efficient products’ tax
incentive.

“We can al so promote renewable energy and
energy efficiency inour building designs. Aspart of that
effort here at the Capitol, we entered into an energy
conservation and savings contract in 2005 that guarantees
that the State Capitol Complex will reduceitsenergy
consumption by at least 5 percent. However, | believewe
can domore, and so | am directing our agenciesto reduce
consumption by at least 10 percent thisyear. And | would
ask you, inyour homesand your businesses, to dothe
same. Every littlebit of conservation can makeabig
differencein our overall energy consumption, andit’'sas
smpleasturning off alight whenyou leavearoom.

“Inaddition, aswerenovatethebuildingsonthe
Capitol Complex or build any new buildingsinthefuture,
We regoing to put in place energy-saving mechanismsthat
will makethesebuildings* green.’

“Not sincethe 1970s hasthere been so much
discussion about therole of energy and how it isproduced
and used - and | challengeusall to do our part to ensure
our state and our country have astable energy supply so
that we can control our own destiny and protect our
nation’ssecurity.”

"Clean Coal"
IS an oxymoron
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Power Line Deal Includes Free
Electricity For Some

Allegheny Energy will providefreedectricity to
certainresidentsalong theroute of a$1.3 billion power
lineacrossnorthern\West Virginia, under adeal
announced M onday afternoon. The company will also
severely limit clearcutting and not use aeria herbicide
gpraying to maintain the power lineright of way, under the
settlement with the state Public Service Commission’s
Consumer Advocate Division.

Allegheny announced the deal just two days
before Wednesday’s start of the PSC’'sformal evidentiary
hearingsonthe Trans-Allegheny InterstateLine, or TrAIL.
Thetentative settlement requires PSC approval.

And at thefirst day of thoseevidentiary hearings
the PSC heard testimony that plansfor the power line
across northern West Virginiawere hatched asascheme
tofunnel more coa-fired dectricity into eastern cities, and
that no studieswere doneto weigh the possible
environmental negativesfrom variouspower sources, such
asgreenhouse gasemissionsfromcoa burning.

Nature Conservancy Buys New
River GorgeLand

TheNature Conservancy announced thisweek it
had purchased 4,584 acres of |and — about seven square
miles—inthe scenic New River Gorge, and that theland
would bemanaged by theWest VirginiaDivision of
Natural Resourcesasawildlifemanagement area.

The property isprimarily woodlandsthat nestles
between Babcock State Park, Beury Mountain Wildlife
Management Areaand the New River Gorge National
River. The DNR will add thetract to the Beury Mountain
WMA, morethan doublingitssize. Together with
Babcock, it will form amorethan 18-square-mile chunk
of undeveloped land dong the Gorge.

According to newsreports, the DNR will
reimburse The Nature Conservancy itsnearly $4.6 million
purchasepriceinthreeinstalments, usng money from
gate hunting andfishing licensesaes.

S C——
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New Lobby Team Member

WV EC hasanew |obby team member this
session, Dr. VickieWolfe. Vickiehasgraduate degreesin
Environmental Hedlth and Environmenta Science, and for
the past three years hastaught biology at Marshall
Universty.

Here' swhat she saysabout thefiveyearsshe has
livedinWes Virginia

“For beginners, | fed quiteat homehere, having
lived and grown up on atobacco farmin the northeastern-
most county of East Tennessee, about four hoursfrom
here. It'sisavery beautiful part of thestate. | anan
Appaachian, and doubt I'll ever liveoutside Appaachia
agan.

“SinceWest Virginiahasareputation asa‘ poor’
state, thefirst thing that struck mewasthe amount of
wealth here. 1t quickly becameobviousthat thefinancia
gainsderived fromWest Virginia svast natural resources
are concentrated in the hands of afew people, and have
not benefited average peoplevery much. Inthat respect,
it'ssmilar toathird world country! Thisisatragedy,
sinceit’ssuch abeautiful state and the peoplearevery
friendly. Don Blankenship’'s(sometimessuccessful!)
attemptsto buy electionsareaso smilar towhat would
happeninathirdworld country. Thenthere'stheatrocity
of mountaintop removal, of which | wasunawarebefore
moving here—I’donly heard of ‘ strip’ mining.

“I’ve dways been something of aDon Quixote, so
I’dliketodowhat | canto bring about socia and
environmental justice. Lobbying thelegidatureseemsa
logica way totry to accomplish that.”

Shameless Plea, Week One....

Thisisgoing to bean exciting and chalenging year
for the WV Environmenta Council. Andwehavereal
opportunitiesto bring positive changeto the state houseif
we can find the resources necessary to get thejob done.

That'swhereyou comein ... with your increased
financia help, we can bemore aggressivethisyear in our
campaignsfor clean air, clean water and renewable
energy. Thesearedl bigissuesat thecapitol thisyear.

If you haven't yet sent financia supportto WVEC,
now'sthetimeto do so. If you'vealready contributed,
thank you so much for helping us get started this session!
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January 16: WVEC's annual "Legislative Kick-Off
Blast" benefit. To be held at Myer's & Perfater's law
office lobby, located at 1311 Virginia Street East,
Charleston. Beginning at 6:00 p.m. and going until
10:00 p.m. Music provided by, The VooDoo Katz!
Cost: Donation of $10 or above.

February 22: WVEC's annual E-Day at the Capitol.
Located in the House & Senate halls and around the
well. Environmental & sustainable business displays,
citizen lobby day, press conference and more.

February 22: WVEC's E-Day evening reception &
benefit. To be held at the Women's Club, located on
the corner of Elizabeth Street & Virginia Street,
Charleston. From 6:00 pm till 10:00 pm. Highlights
include: 2008 Environmental awards bestowed:; live
music; buffet dinner and more.

Cost: Donation of $15 or above.

February 26: Anniversary of Buffalo Creek disaster.

March 8: Last day of the 2008 regular Legislative
Session. Join WVEC for an "Open House End of
Session" gathering. To be held at our office, located
at 2206 Washington Street East, Charleston. Bring
your favorite dish and beverage! Let's celebrate our
successes together - walk to and from the capitol as
the clock nears midnight to watch the last bills passed
for 2008 regular session.

April 18- 20: Sustainable Fair. Davis & Elkins College
- Elkins, WV. Highlights include: Keynote address by
Deborah Koons Garcia, "The Integrity of Food"; a
"Taste of WV" buffet on Friday night, with live music to
follow; a splendid "Sustainable Feast" dinner (reserva-
tions only) Saturday evening featuring chef Dale
Hawkins; workshops, booths, and much more.
Spearheaded by, Sustainable Living for West Virginia
org. in association with Davis & Elkins college and a
host of groups and green businesses.

For more information and to participate contact:
Denise Poole, deniseap@earthlink.net or call (304)
617-7073

June 18: 5th Annual "Lavender & More" Fair. La Paix
Herb Farm, Alum Bridge WV (Lewis County). High-
lights include: workshops, presentations, demonstra-
tions, variety of booths, wood walks, garden tours,
plants, gourmet lunch.

Admission: $5. per person or $10. per family.

For more information contact : Myra Bonhage-Hale,
steward: lapaixpeace@gmail.com or visit the website:
www.lapaixherbfarmproducts.com

October: WV Environmental Council's annual Fall
Conference. Join WVEC this fall as we set our 2009
agenda, offer workshops, recreation outings and more.
Stay tuned for exact date, location and other details for
our 19th annual Fall Conference.

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston WV 25311
Phone: (304) 414-0143 www.wvecouncil.org

Renewed Membership

New Membership

Membership Levels

Change of Address Donation

$ 10 Student/ Senior
Name: $ 25 Regular

$ 50 Seedling
Address: $ 100 Sustaining

$ 250 Enviro Steward
City, State, Zip: $ 500 Canopy

$1,000 Old Growth
Phone: e-mail $ Other

Green Legidative Update
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West Virginia Environmental Councll
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311
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WVEC's Legislative Kick Off Blast !
Wednesday, January 16th

Featuring music by the:

VooDoo Kat z

See detailsinside......
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