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Week 1-It'sa New Day

“Theold order changeth, yielding placeto new.” —
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, Morte D’ Arthur

November’selectionsswept acall for change
acrossthenation, and across\West Virginiaaswell.

HereintheMountain State, voters soundly
repudiated an attempt by coal baron Don Blankenship to
buy himself alegidature. Blankenship ended up spending
awholelot of money for nothing.

The*old order” wasdealt adefest.

On January 10th the 78th Session of the West
VirginiaLegidatureconvened. Therearemany new faces
among the Delegatesand Senators.

The*new order” will bemost evident intheHouse
of Delegates, wherein December the Democratsinthe
magjority party selected Delegate Richard Thompson (D —
Wayne County) to replaceretiring Speaker of the House,
Bob Kiss(D —Raleigh County).

Soit's“out withtheold, andinwiththe new,”
particularly intheHouse. Thompson'sselectionas
Speaker delivered asevere blow to thegood ol’ boy
power structurethat ruled during the Kissregime.
Thompson promisesto bea“moreinclusive’” Speaker,
and more opento input from Delegateswho have sat on
the backbenchesfor years.

continued on page 3
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"Movin' On Up"

E-Council's New Office

By Denise Poole, WVEC Program Coordinator
deniseap@earthlink.net

Yep! The E-Council has"moved onup” - out of
our basement office - to the east side (of the capitol that
is!) Thedream of an environmenta "green" housefor
WVEC in Charleston hasbecomearedlity! Beforel go
onand on about the happinessof itall, | first must givethe
proper respect to our old office, our first office, our one
and only officeuntil now. And thank David Grubb.

Actualy, our old officewasalsolocated onthe
east Sdeof Charleston - inawonderful houseon Virginia
Street owned by David Grubb. David wasakey founder
of WV Citizen Action Group (WV-CAG) inthe1970's
which operated from that location until recently. Whenthe
E-Council formedin 1989 asthelegidativearm for West
Virginiasenvironmenta groupsour organizationwas
filteredin, and thanksto too many dedicated individuasto
name, 1324 Virginia Street became synonymouswith
protecting the environment. Even when WV-CAG moved
into their new house afew yearsago and David renovated
the property for hislaw practice, he seamlesdy continued
to accommodate WV EC's office spaceinthelower level
... 0K, ok, the basement, of the building.

To say wewere paying rent would beahuge over
statement. Dueto the generosity and support from David
WVEC wasableto have aplacefrom which to work
through the entirel8 yearsof our existence. Knowing the
nonprofit world ashe does, and being such an advocate
for the environment (including when he served asapro-
gressve WV State Senator) he continued to "rent” office

continued on page 3
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WVEC's Legislative Kick Off /
Open House

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston
(new office location)

Wednesday, January 17th
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Featuring Robin Godfrey on piano

Refreshments will be served
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WVEC's E-Day at the Capitol

Friday, March 2nd
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

House & Senate Halls and upper rotunda
WV State Capitol, Charleston WV

Highlights include: Environmental & Sustainable
business displays, citizen lobbying.

To participate please contact Denise at the e-council office
or deniseap@earthlink.net

Legislative Session 2007 Information Sources:

Legislative Reference & Information Center:

MB-27, Bld. 1 - State Capitol Complex, Charleston WV 25305
WYV Legislative web-site: www.legis.state.wv.us

(For bill tracking, bulletin board (journals), legislators' e-mails.)
To Call Toll Free: 1-877-565-3447 or local Charleston area:
(304) 347-4836

WYV Environmental Council Web-site: www.wvecouncil.org

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition: If you want to easily get the latest news
during the legislative session, check

www.ohvec.org/ovec_news.html and www.ohvec.org/news_gen.html daily.
Every morning, OVEC checks scores of news sources and post links to make it
easier for you to stay informed.
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Under the Dome ... continued from page 1

So how will these new changes affect the
environment?

WEell, thereisreason for hope. For example,
Speaker Thompson has chosen Del egate Carrie Webster
(D —Kanawha County) asthe new chair of the House
Judiciary Committee. Itisnot astretchto say that
Delegate Webster isastrong advocatefor the
environment.

Thompson also chose Del egate Bonnie Brown (D
—KanawhaCounty) asthe new chair of the Legidative
Rulemaking Review Committee. Itisalsonot astretchto
say that Delegate Brown isastrong advocatefor the
environment.

Thesetwo committeesarewithout doubt the most
important committeesin the Housefor environmenta
iSsues.

However, thereisalso reason for caution. The
“pro-environment” balance did not shift all that muchasa
result of theeection. Good environmenta legidationwill
gtill facean uphill battlein both Houses.

Perhapsthe best way tolook at the new order”
whenit concernsenvironmentd issuesisthat the playing
fieldwill bemuch morelevel thanit hasbeenintherecent
past.

Onething did seem evident to mein thisfirst week
of thelegidative session—thisnew mgjority that hasbeen
cobbled together on the House side hasinfused hallways
and offices at the statehouse with anew optimism.

And, asl sat inthe House gallery watching the
opening session of the 78th Legidatureit wasimpossible
for metowipethegrinfrommy faceas| gaveabig
thumbsupto Del. BarbaraF e schauer (D-Monongdia) as
shewassworninto serveyet onceagain.

Welcome back, Barbaral

Being green may havegottento bealittlebit
easer “under thedome.”

Thewestherman decided to remind usthat it's
winter thisweek, so remember to keep your bird feeders
“openfor business.”

“May your trails be crooked,
winding, lonesome, dangerous,

leading to the most amazing view.”
Edward Abbey
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"Movin' On Up" ... continued from page 1

spacetousfor solittlel'd be embarrassed to typethe
figurein.

1324 VirginiaStreet isnow totally the Grubb Law
Officebuilding. Thank you Davidfor al theyearsof
housing "the nutsin the basement"!!!

HappinessRuns....

Our new enviro headquartersislocated just two
blockseast of the state capitol completewith aview of the
golden dome- afitting location given our mission and
gods.

Asastate-wide environmenta council, this
locationisperfect to embraceall the membership organi-
zations, individual members- andtheissuesfacingus
today. Our year round lobbying effortsand our renewable
energy campaign will truly be stronger aswegrow and
planfor thefuture.

For me personaly, I'velong thought WVEC redly
needed to expand inthisdirection. The concept of a
housewith officesavail ablefor groupsand theimportance
of having space enough to organize offerseven moreto
theenvironmenta community. It'sessentia inmy opinion,
andworking herefeelsvery normal! Weeven have
windows!

Atthistime, the Ohio Vdley Environmenta
Coditionand WV Community Shareshave set up office
spacesto useon aregular basis. We have awonderful
conferenceroomfor al of our membership organizations
touse, anditisavailablefor other group meetingsfor a
nomina fee. Weenvision and are planning many such
meetings, events, and brainstorming sessionsof al kinds
here. Thisisthefirst month of operation, and weare
utilizing and enjoying our new digstremendoudly!

Thenew address and phone number islisted on
page 2 and at theend of thisarticle. Pleasetake note of
themand stay intouch. Our "LegidativeKick Off / Open
House" isWednesday, January 17th between 5:00 pmand
8:00 pm. If you arein Charleston, please come by and
joinusinhonoring our past, present and futureaswe
continuetowork for agreener environment.

The West Virginia Environmental Council
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311

Phone: (304) 414-0143

Website: www.wvecouncil.org.
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WVEC'sEnvironmental
L egidative Agenda

Eachyear a our annua Fall Conference, theWest
VirginiaEnvironmenta Council adoptsaprogressve
environmental legidativeagendaof our own. Thisagenda
isprepared with theinput and consultation fromall our
members and member groups and isagreed upon by
consensus.

Inadditionto thework weare doing ontheissue
of cod durry injection, hereisour legidative“wishlist” for
2007:

Because of our concern about the safety, integrity
and contentsof coa dudgewasteimpoundments, wewill
continueto push for amoratorium on construction of new
impoundments and the adoption of alternative methodsfor
disposal of thesewastes. Delegate Larry Barker (D —
McDowel County) introduced asimilar bill last session.

Thisyear wewill continueto pushfor legidation
that would require the Department of Public Hedlthto
providea® Public Health Impact Assessment” for any rule
proposed by DEPthat changesair quality or water quality
standards. Wefeel DEPproposestheserulesina
vacuum, without any ideaof their impact on public hedlth.
Senator Dan Foster (D —KanawhaCounty) introduced a
smilar bill last session.

Through our Renewable Energy Campaign, we
will continueto push for the stateto adopt a
comprehensiveenergy planthat includesarenewable
energy portfolio and significant incentivesfor renewable
energy devel opment and someadternativefuel source
development. Renewableenergy isthefuture, worldwide.
Statesthat have embraced renewabl e energy devel opment
are already seeing new jobs and economic benefits. West
Virginiashould not missout on thisopportunity.

WV ECwill continueto pushfor a*bottlebill” in
West Virginia. Similar bills, that basically establisha
deposit and refund system for beverage containers, have
been extremely successful inreducing litter and increasing
recyclingin many other states.

Andfinaly, WVEC strongly supportstheClean
Elections’ CampaigninWest Virginia. It'sasuccessful
way to provideminimal publicfinancing of political
campaigns, reduce the outrageoudy high costsof running
for office, and limit theamount of timepoliticiansare
forced to spend on raising money.

e C——
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| nterim Committee Authorizes
Slurry Injection Study

By Donald S. Garvin, Jr.
WVEC Legislative Coordinator

Atthefinal Interim sessionthisweek, Judiciary
Committee membersfrom both the House and Senate
approved aresol ution mandating that the Department of
Environmenta Protection and the Department of Health
and Human Resources conduct acomprehensive study of
theimpactsof injecting coa wastesunderground.

Theresolution callsfor astudy of the contents of
thewaste material that resultsfrom thewashing of cod at
prep plants, astudy of the hydro-geological effectsof
injecting that durry into abandoned underground mines, a
study of water wellsnear durry injection sites, and astudy
of possible healthimpactsresulting fromthe practice.

Thestudy isto be conducted by DEPand DHHR
and requiresmultiple sampling for accessby independent
researchersor other government agencies. DEP has
agreed to complete the study and report back to the
Legidatureby January 1, 2008.

TheLegidature agreed to take up theissue of
durry injection asan Interim study topic at therequest of
theWest VirginiaEnvironmental Council. Thisisadirect
result of effectivelobbying ontheissueof dudge
impoundmentsand durry injection by the WV EC |obby
team and members of the Sludge Safety Project over the
last 12 months.

Judiciary Subcommittee B devoted almostits
entireagendato thisissuefor thelast four monthsof
Interims. In October the committee heard apowerful
presentation from coalfield resdentswhosewater wells
have become contaminated with coa dudgeandwho are
suffering healthimpactsasaresult. They aso heard
presentationsfrom scientistsat Whedling Jesuit University
regarding preliminary studiesthey have conducted on
water wellsnear durry injection sites.

Thestudy resolution was passed unanimously by
I nterim Judiciary Subcommittee B and then by thefull
Joint Judiciary Committee. Inorder for thestudy to be
fully authorized, however, it will now haveto be passed by
theLegidatureduringtheregular session.

So our work onthisisnot over yet. Wewill keep
you posted.

Think Renewable
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Battle Looms Over Trout Waters

Thebiggest environmental battle during the 2007
Legidative Sessonisshaping uptobeamgor fight over
water quality standards.

The Department of Environmental Protection has
proposed two of rulesthat will significantly impact clean
water —for the better —inWest Virginia.

Thefirst of theseisthewater quality standards
rule package, which containsthe Category B2 trout
sreamlist. Industry folks hatethiswater quality category,
becauseit givestrout streamshigher protectionsthan
drinking water standards.

The second isthe antidegradation rule, which
containstheTier 2.5 sreamlist. Industry folkshatethe
Tier 2.5 designation becauseit limitstheir ability to
degradethe state’' smost pristinewaters.

TheWest VirginiaEnvironmental Council strongly
supports both theserules, eventhough we don't agree
with afew of thedementscontained inthem. Industry is
strongly opposed to both rules.

Thisweek at itsfind Interim meeting, the
Legidative Rule-Making Review Committee passed out
both theserules as proposed by DEP. Theonly change
made wasthat DEP agreed to add L oop Creek back on
totheTier 2.5list.

Sonow thebattleison. Itislikely that thiswill be
oneof thoseissueswhose outcomeisnot clear until the
fina night of thesession. Itwill beadugfest.
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Calendar of Events

January 13: WVEC Board of Directors meeting.
WVEC office.

January 17: WVEC Legislative Kick Off / Open House.
The WV Environmental Council invites you to the new
office, 2206 Washington Street East, Charleston.
Support the lobby team and WVEC's legislative efforts
and visit the new office!

From 5:00 pm till 8:00 pm. Featuring Robin Godfrey on
piano. Refreshments will be served.

For more information: (304) 617-7073

February 1: Clean Elections Day at the Capitol.
For more information: OVEC office at (304) 522-0246

March 2: WVEC's annual E-Day at the Capitol! Lo-
cated in the Senate & House halls and upper rotunda.
Approximately 30 environmental organizations and
sustainable businesses will be represented with dis-
plays. We encourage citizen lobbying.

For moreinformation and to register your organiza-
tion contact : Denise Poole at deniseap@earthlink.net
or call the WVEC office: (304) 414-0143.

March 10: Last day of the 2007 reqular Legislative
Session.

June 30: 4th Annual "Lavender & More" Fair. La Paix
Herb Farm, Alum Bridge WV (Lewis County). Highlights
include: workshops, presentations, variety of booths,
wood walks, garden tours, gourmet lunch.

For moreinformation contact : Myra Bonhage-Hale,
steward: lapaix@westvirginia.net or visit the website:
www.lapaixherbfarmproducts.com

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston WV 25311
Phone: (304) 414-0143 www.wvecouncil.org

Renewed Membership

New Membership

Membership Levels

Change of Address Donation
$ 10 Student/ Senior
Name: $ 25 Regular
$ 50 Seedling
Address: $ 100 Sustaining

City, State, Zip:

$ 250 Enviro Steward
$ 500 Canopy

Phone: e-mail

$1,000 Old Growth
$ Other

Green Legidative Update
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West Virginia Environmental Council
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311

Join us for .....

WVEC's Legislative Kick Off /
Open House

Wednesday, January 17th
5:00 pm ~ 8:00 pm

L See inside for details! J
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