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Under the Dome
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WVEC Legidative Coordinator

Week 6 —"1t'sA JungleOut There...”

“It'sajungleout there,

Disorder and confusion everywhere.
No one seemsto care— Well | do.
Hey, who'sin chargehere?’

Asyou stand around “thewell” of thefirst floor
rotundain the capitol building, to the casual observer it can
seem likethereisdisorder and confusion everywhere.

Butit'sactudly quitethe opposite, because*the
well” servesasan* officeaway from home” for the
multitude of lobbyistswho descend on the capitol each
sesson.

If you need to meet someonewhileyou' reat the
capitol youjust tell them, “I’ll meet you at thewell,” and
they will know whereto meet you.

Andif you reabit more seasoned an observer, as
you watch the coal boys huddlewith thetimber boysand
the Chamber of Commerce huddlewith the Farm Bureau,
you get apretty good ideaof who'sin charge here.

Therea disorder and confusion at the capitol
occursat thevariouscommittee mestings.

Take, for example, thisweek’ smeeting of the
Senate Natural Resources Committee, where Senator
Sarah Minear confused the EQB issue (SB 287) witha
study onwater quantity inthestate. Shethen made
mattersworse by claiming erroneoudly that SB 287 had
been approved by the Joint Interim Rulemaking
Committee,

But nooneseemedtocare. . continued on page 3
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Fate of Campaign Finance
ReformsRestswith Senate
Judiciary

By Julie Archer, WV-CAG

OnWednesday, the Senate Judiciary Committee
took up SB 245, whichisintended to reignin 527 groups
like‘ Andfor the Sake of theKids and ‘WV Consumers
for Justice’

Thebill would regul ate € ectioneering that
masqueradesas”“issueadvocacy” by requiring significant
levelsof disclosurefromlegitimate sponsorsof an
€l ectioneering communication that namesacandidate- but
currently escaperegulation by stopping short of expressly
advocating acandidate' selection or defeat.

Thebill dsoimposed limitsonwhat individuas,
politica action committees, politicd partiesand other
organi zations can contributeto groupsthat engagein
€l ectioneering communications. After, much debatethebill
was sent to asubcommittee, but we hopeit will reemerge
early next week.

During the debate, Senator Frank Deem muddied
thewatersby complaining about newspaper addsbeing
run by The Consumer Protection Alliance encouraging
membersof the publicto contact their legidatorsto urge
them to opposeabill aimed at ending third party bad faith
lawsuits,

Such adsare not considered el ectioneering
communicationsand are not regul ated by the Secretary of
State because of obviousfree speech and congtitutionality
issues. Senator Evan Jenkins stymied the debate by
honinginonanexemptioninthebill for 501-C4 tax
exempt organizations. Thisexemptionwould directly

..... continued on page 5

page 1



The West Virginia Environnental Council’s

EDay! A The Gpitol

Vednesday, NMarch 30, 2005

Upper Rotunda area ~ Senate & House Halls

10:00 am ~ 3:00 pm
Featuring:

Groups / Organizations / Sustainable Business Displays!
Recognizing our 2005 Lobby Team & Award Recipients
Citizen Lobbying
Deposit Day ~ Support the Bottle Bill!

Bring your recyclable containers, collect up to $5.00

Participants To-Date Include:

WV Environmental Council
WV Highlands Conservancy
WYV Citizen Action Group
Wholistic Wellness Network
Citizens For Clean Elections
Friends of the Mountains
Friends of Blackwater Canyon
Stanley Heirs Foundation
Sludge Safety Project
Tri-State Citizens Mining Network Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition
LaPaix Herb Farm Tri-State Citizens Mining Network
Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition ¢ Indoor Environmental Inspections
Environmental Advocate Office - WV DEP

Omega-Alpha Tire Re-use Services

Mountaineer Chapter ~ Trout Unlimited

Indoor Air / Water Purification Products

Natural Health & Environmental Services

Interfaith Global Climate Change Campaign

Sierra Club Central Appalachian Environmental Justice

E- Day! Reception 5:30~9:30p.m.

Perfater Gfice Lobby 1311 MirginiaS. E, Charl eston W

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
Peoples Election Reform Coalition
Spring Creek Natural Foods

WV Wilderness Campaign

Coal River Mountain Watch

WV Chapter, Sierra Club

Medicine Song Crafts

WYV Collegiate Network (CEN)
Sustainable WV
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2005 WVEC Award Presentations: 7:00 pm:

Mother Jones ..... Dave Saville

Laura Forman Grassroots Activist ..... Judy Rodd

Green Entrepreneur ..... Myra Bonhage-Hale, LaPaix Herb Farm
Chuck Chambers Public Service ..... Libby Chatfield

Linda Schnautz Environmental Courage ..... Maria Gunnoe

Music by Steve Himes
$10. 00 suggest ed donat i on at t he door
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West Virginia
Environmental Council
2004~2005 Board of Directors

Denise Poole, President
Chuck Wyrostok, Vice President
Fred Sampson, Past President
Mary Ellen O'Farrell, Secretary
Laura Spadaro, Treasurer

Don Alexander  Greg Carroll
Janet Fout Liz Garland
Don Garvin Don Gasper

Bob Hamburg Chris Hogbin
Jim Kotcon Bonnie Mallott
ChelenaMcCoy Cindy Rank
Elizabeth Sampson

Carol Warren Mary Wildfire
Frank Young Gary Zuckett

Denise Poole
Member ship Coordinator
deniseap@earthlink.net

Don Alexander
Web Site Coordinator
E-Mail List Serve Coordinator
paradox @spectrumz.com

L egidlative Updateis published by
theWest Virginia Environmental
Council (WVEC), astatewide
organization dedicated to facilitating
communication and cooperation
among citizensin promoting
environmental protection in\West
Virginia. LegidativeUpdate, is
published weekly during the
Legidlative Session.

L egislative Update welcomes letters,
articles, and art work from readers
and reserves the right to edit or
reject submissions. Please send
materialsto the editor (preferably on
disk or e-mail) to:

L egidlative Update
Denise Poole, editor
deniseap@earthlink.net
1324 Virginia Street East
Charleston, WV 25301
(304) 346-5905
www.wvecouncil.org
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Under the Dome

..... continued from page 1

“It'sajungleout there,

Poisoninthevery air webreathe.

Doyou know what'sinthewater that you drink?
WEell | do, andit’'samazing...”

It samazing, dl right, that legidatorspassair
qudlity regulationswithout ever questioning what poisons
areinthevery air webreathe, without ever asking why
West Virginiachildren have one of the highest rates of
asthmainthenation, and without ever questioning why we
shouldroll back air emissonlimits.

It samazing that not onelegidative committeeis
asking why the Department of Health hasissued health
advisorieswarning peoplenot to eat fishthey catchin our
state’ sriversand streamsdueto toxic levelsof mercury
foundinfishtissues.

It samazing that not onelegidativecommitteeis
askingwhy studiesarefinding inour riversmalefishthat
containfemalereproductiveorgans.

It samazing that not onelegidative committeeis
asking why the DEP continuesto alow coa companiesto
build huge d udgeimpoundments containing billions of
galonsof toxic coal waste.

Hey, who'sin charge here?

“Peoplethink I’'mcrazy, ' causel worry all the
time.

If you paid attention, you' d beworried too.

You better pay attention,

Or thisworld welove so much might just kill you.”

Soasl stand at “thewell” observing all the
seeming disorder and confusion around me, | beginto hum
to myself the song lyricsabove—they are Randy
Newman'slyricsto thetheme song fromthehit TV show,
“Monk.”

They dwaysbring asmiletomy faceand giveme
the courageto go to the next legid ative committee meeting
ontheagenda.

Remember to keep the birdsin your jungle happy
and keep thefeedersfull thisweek.

“1 could bewrong now — but | don’t think so.
It'sajungleout there...”

DT oD oD
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TheMountain Justice Summer
Campaign

OnThursday, March 31, joinamulti-state, multi-
group rally and concert to announcethe"Mountain Justice
Summer Campaign.” Thisevent beginsat noonand lasts
until 3p.m.

After E-Day! come on back to the State Capitol
to demand an end to mountaintop removal!  Speakers
from Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia, Ohio
and West Virginia, including Jack Spadaro. Music
provided by Elaine Purkey, Paige Delparto, Matt Peters
and TonyaAdkins.

Join us at the stage near the back stepsof the
Capitol. Carpooling strongly encouraged.

Driverscan drop off passengersat Greenbrier
(exit 99 off I-77/64) and Washington Streets, then
proceed to KanawhaBIvd., takealeft, travel about amile
to the M oose Club parking lot on theright. Shuttleswill
bring driversback to the event. (Or take your chances
parking around the Capitol or Laidley Field, whichhasa
shuttleto the Capitol.) Please bring your friends, family
and neighborsout to help uskick-off thishistoric
campaign! Seewww.mountai njusticesummer.org.

IS

Legislative Session 2005
Information Sources:

Legislative Reference & Information Center:
MB-27, Bld. 1 - State Capitol Complex,
Charleston WV 25305

WV Legislative web-site: www.legis.state.wv.us

(For bill tracking, bulletin board (journals), legislators'
e-mails.)

To Call Toll Free: 1-877-565-3447 or local Charleston
area: (304) 347-4836

WV Environmental Council Web-site:
www.wvecouncil.org

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition: If you want to
easily get the latest news during the legislative session,
check

www.ohvec.org/ovec_news.html and www.ohvec.org/
news_gen.html daily.

Every morning, OVEC checks scores of news sources and

post links to make it easier for you to stay informed.
. /)
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Mining and Flooding

Two related newsarticles caught our eyethis
week.

Onewasabout alanddide Saturday that covered
ahighway near Welch. Apparently, “anold stripmine
abovetheroad and saturated soil from rain and snow
caused thedirt and rock to come dliding down over the
highway.”

Thesecond wasaMarch 3 article by Charleston
Gazettereporter Susan Williams, whichwearereprinting
below. Both articlesarejust another illustration of how
stripmining for coa is*thegift that keepsongiving.”

Boomer Residents File Suit
Against Two Coal Companies

Fayetteville— Boomer homeownersturned to the court
systemto seek protection from two coa companiesthat
theresidentsbelieveareresponsiblefor flooding in their
community.

Inasuit filed in Fayette County Circuit Court, the
resdentssay they liveinfear of futureflooding and have
already suffered damageto their homesand personal
property from past flooding.

They have sued AppaachianMininginc., a
Virginiacompany, and A ppa achian Fuels, aKentucky
company. Thetwo companiesoperateasurfacemine
abovetheresidentsin Boomer, asmall community east of
Charlestonon U.S. 60. The stateissued the permit to
mineto Appa achian Mining, and Appa achian Fuels
operatesthe mine, according to the suit.

Thesuit saysstorm run-off fromthe coa mining
and haul road operations have damaged the homeowners
properties.

“1f these conditions are not adequately corrected,”
thesuit states, “ such damagewill reoccur and may
increasewith subsequent heavy rains.”

Theresidentsbelievethat “excavationinto the
hillsideto widen the mine haul road above Boomer
contributed toinstability of thehillsidebel ow the haul road
and above Boomer.”

A landdide below the haul road * caused scarps,
bulges, undulations, leaning and fractured treesand side
cracksall theway down the slope above Boomer.”

Stateinspectorscited the operation ayear ago
“for failureto prevent or control damageto private
property outsidethepermit area,” the suit states.

Green Legislative Update

During heavy rainsin May, “largeamounts of
water, mud, rocks and debrisran from the uncontrolled
hillsdeland bel ow the mine haul road through Boomer
into streets, yardsand the houses of the plaintiffs.”

Theresidentsa so suffered similar eventslast
summer, particularly Aug. 26, the suit states.

Besdestheinconvenienceand loss, theresidents
alsosay they livein*“ great anxiety” about what might
happen unlessthe problemiscorrected.

Free Money!
By Linda Mallet, linda@wvcag.org

It'stime again to start collecting those empty cans
and bottlesfor Deposit Day, whenwe' |l giveyou money
for your empty beverage containers. Our second annual
Deposit Day, in conjunctionwiththeWest Virginia
Environmenta Council’ se-Day, will takeplaceon
Wednesday, March 30 from 10AM to 2 PM inthe upper
rotundaat the state Capitol. Help ustop last year’s
successwhen we collected about 1,000 containersan
hour!

Help usshow legidatorshow aBottle Bill can
work inWest Virginia. For afew hours, wewill set up our
own redemption center inthe Capitol hallsand giveyou a
dimefor each container you bring in (please bring asmany
containersasyou want but dueto funding constraintswe
must limit our “refund” to $5 aperson).

After you drop off your containers, take some
timetovigt theboothsof environmental organizations
from acrossthe state. It'salso agreat timeto lobby your
legidators. Need hel p finding your way around?\We' |l be
gladto help.

Taketimethat evening to relax, unwind and mingle
with like-minded folksat theWVEC' sE~Day! Reception
from 5:30till 9:30 pm at Perfater Law Officeson Virginia
. inCharleston. WV EC will present environmental
awardsto its 2005 reci pientswho have inspired uswith
their outstanding work and commitment to protecting
West Virginia' senvironment. Enjoy livemusicby Steve
Himes

So, start hoarding those cansand bottlesand we' l
seeyou on March 30. For moreinformation, pleasecall
usat 346-5891, e-mail usat linda@wvcag.org or visit
www.wybottlebill.org.
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Trash Bill Deservesthe

Circular File
By Conni Gratop Lewis, WVEC

Don't youwishthat anissue could be settled and
not come back to haunt people?

Thendon't pay attentionto oneof thisyear’s
deeper hills, Senate Bill 562.

It'sabill for Waste M anagement, the company
that hasthe contract to both haul and landfill trashin
Berkeley County. Itisnot sponsored by either of the
senatorsfromthat district. That doneshouldtell you
somethingisfishy.

It'sabill made possible by thelobbying of a
former senator, Herb Snyder. Apparently hewasn’'t
completely honest with the senators because one of the
sponsors, Senator Roman Prezioso, said that had he
known Snyder wasalobbyist, hewouldn’t havebeena
CO-SPONSOr.

It'sabill that enragesboth Clint Hogbin, WVEC
member and chair of the Berkeley County Solid Waste
Authority, and Sen. John Unger.

Andit undercutsabasic premise of thewaste
control lawspassed in the early 1990sand modified afew
yearsago. That premiseisthat counties, under their solid
waste authorities, should actualy planfor thedisposal of
their trash. Inthat way, countiescan control thewaste
stream and the amount of trashimported/exported inthe
county. What aconcept.

Unfortunately the democratic control of trash
sreamsinterfereswith theability of large corporationsto
earnlarge profitsat someone else’sexpense.

Thishill isonly one paragraph andiscleverly
crafted to allow aB+ (15,000 tons per month) landfill
upon somecursory application. It saysthat the Public
Service Commission shall issueacertificate of need upon
demonstration of need. It saysthat the Department of
Environmenta Protection shal amendthepermittodlow
this.

Itfindly provides (and thisisthe punch line) that
no other approvalsare necessary. So the solid waste
authority and other interested partiesdo not havethe
opportunity to addressenlarging thefacility throughthe
useof areferendum. What aninsult tothecitizensof the
county.

Let’shopethisself-serving bill never passes.

LSS g
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Fate of Campaign Finance

..... continued from page 1

apply to groupslike WV-CAG, WV EC and somelabor
organizationsthat support thebill, however committee
memberswere unawarethat thisexemption wasincluded
at therequest of West Virginiansfor Life.

Also during the debate, Senator Clark Barnes
objected to thebill saying that it would prevent groups
from combining their financia resourcesto go up against
thoseof amulti-millionaire.

Whileon somelevel, | think Senator Barnes
obj ective may have been well intentioned, he should
realizethat, even under the best of circumstances,
grassrootsadvocacy organizations, labor unionsand
otherswill never beableto competewith thefinancial
resourcesof corporate executives and other well-heeled
contributorswho can afford to finance high dollar media
campagns.

Thered kicker may have been Senator Truman
Chafin, asponsor and supporter of thebill, whotold the
committee, that if they weren’t going to passthelegidation
they should removeall thecontribution limits. Hethen
indicated that at the appropriatetimehewould liketo
offer anamendment todojust that. Hisjustificationisthat
itwouldlevel theplayingfield. Senator Chafin needsto
hear that the affect of hisamendment would be exactly the
opposite—eliminating contribution limitsaltogether would
only givemore power and influenceto theweal thy.

Call Senator Chafinand otherscommittee
membersand tell themif they are sincere about wanting to
level the playing field they will support SB 245, aswell as
SB 247, whichwould establish apilot project to provide
full publicfinancing tolegidative candidatesin two Senate
and threeHouseracesinsingle member districts. Neither
of these proposalsisapanacea, but both would go along
way toward reforming our electoral processand making
electionsfar and cleaninWest Virginia. Timeisrunning
out! Billsmust beout of committeeintheHouseof origin
next week. Call Senate Judiciary Committee members
and urgetheir support today!

"Time is but the stream
| go a-fishing in."
Henry David Thoreau
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The Necessary Twelve Seps

To Clean Air
By Allan Tweddle, WWEC

Likean a coholic who has not reached bottom —
yet — much of theleadership of West Virginiasupports
theirresponsibledevastation of “mining” cod asif there
areno other alternatives.

No oneeventhinks“zeroemissons’. Noone
even hearsthevoicesthat plead fromthegob piles, from
the numeroustime bombswaiting to oozeinto another
destructive explosion of toxic property. No onelistensto
the criesfrom under acrushing displaced rock that
DEMAND responsibleemissionfreecoa mining.

Theindustry, and our legidators, turnsadeaf ear.
Instead of listening, theindustry spendsasmall fortuneon
full timelobbyistsand attorneysrather than sacrificesthelr
bigger fortunesto hel p the unfortunatevictims.

When will the madnessend?Whenwill we, West
Virginiansand amajority of our legidators, recognizethe
global trendstoward renewable energy? Whenwill we get
to the bottom of thisroll back of environmental lawsand
rulesthat smply protect and maximizethe profitsof the
coa companies?

Thecod industry knowsthat thereisafinite
mount of economically mineablecoa . At current prices
many minesareonly “economicaly viable’ with
mountaintop mining. Even someof their own expertshave
told them so. Wemust transition towardstotally clean
energy, and now isagood timeto start.

Therewasaglimmer of hopethisweek at the
federal level. Theannouncement of a“plan” for reduced
emissionsby EPA known as CAIR wasagood start. But
CAIRfailsto cover alot of things. Most notably absent
was CO,. Theadministration hasyet to acknowledgethat
CO, isone of the most important gassesthat are causing
globa warming (or to be politically correct, global climate
change).

Whiletheannouncement seemslikea“first step”,
it occursto methat therereally arealot more stepsahead
and weought to explorethem herein West Virginiawhere
aL OT of the greenhouse gassesare produced.

Herearetwelvestepsthat WVEC would like
thestatetotaketo achieveresponsiblemining and
useof coal. Thesestepsalsolay thegroundwork for
achieving 20% renewableener gy by 2020:

Green Legislative Update

1. Enforcethe EXISTING Clean Air Act regulations
including the New Source Review (NSR) rules.

2. Opposeany new roll backsof NSR as proposed
by DEP.

3. Requirethecoa industry to set asideahedth care

trust to provideall minersand air-shed citizens

proper health carefor their pollution-caused
traumas.

Implement Net Metering.

5. Initiatetheregulation of ALL emissonsfromthe
mining and useof cod, including auminum,
arsenic, lead, mercury, and manganese—all of it.

6. EstablishcapsonALL toxicemissionsfor each
and every plant, without ANY trading of credits
outsidetheair-shed of the emission source.

7. RequireDEPto conductitsrulemakinginan
open forum approach asthe EQB alwayshas
(well, dmost dways).

8. RequireDEPand EQB to evaluateand publicly
respond inwriting with supporting
documentation—not just acknowledgeand
dismisswithout comment—todl professond
submissionsthat are supported with scientific or
economic datato thealternativesand
recommended changesto rulemaking proposals.

9. Edablishanindependent advisory boardto
examinethelong-term economic growth potential
for West Virginiaby embracing aRenewable
Energy Plan.

10. Enact arequirement to study all Renewable
Energy Portfoliosthat are being devel oped,
codified andinitiated in other States, and report to
the 2006 L egidature.

11. Develop arevenue-neutra tax incentive program
for renewableenergy systemsthat levelsthe
playing field with the subsidized coal and gas
energy indudtries.

12. Implement aRenewable Energy Planto achieve
20% Renewable Energy by 2020.

>

Now that’sVISION for West Virginia... | call it
VISION 2020.

In 2002 | suggested we strivefor amodest goal of
20% renewable energy by theyear 2020...1 calledit, not
too cleverly, the2020 VISION PLAN.

"Children are the living messages we

send to a time we will not see.”
Neil Postman
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Group’s Petition Seeks
Tougher Mercury Limitsin
West Virginia Water

(excerpts from a March 13 Charleston Gazette article
by reporter Ken Ward Jr.)

The Appalachian Center for the Economy and the
Environment wantsthe EPA to force the state to toughen
itswater pollution limitsfor mercury.

Currently, two of the state’' sthree mercury limits
arewesaker than EPA recommends— including akey
standard for how much mercury issafeinfish. Asaresult,
West Virginians statewide are cautioned to limit thelocally
caught fish they eat to avoid mercury poisoning.

But, the state Department of Environmental
Protectionisunder no obligationto develop plansto clean
up streamsthat already contain too much mercury.

“They’renot protecting the stateat all,” said
Margaret Janes, senior policy analyst for the Lewisburg-
based A ppalachian Center. “It'safundamental
breakdown.”

Mercury isahighly toxic metal. When emitted into
theair, it canfall with rain, enter water bodies, and move up
thefood chain to humans. Mercury can cause neurological
problems, and isparticularly dangerousto pregnant women
and unborn children. Depending on the dose, human health
effectsfrom exposureto mercury caninclude subtlelosses
of sensory and cognitive ability, tremors, inability towalk
and death.

A 2000 study by the National Academy of
Sciences concluded that the popul ation at highest riskis
children of women who consume large amounts of fishand
seafood during pregnancy. Children areat risk of havingto
struggleto keep up in school or needing remedial classesor
specia education, the study found.

Recent studiesindicate that as many as 600,000 of
the4 million U.S. babiesborn every year have been
exposed to levelsof mercury significant enoughto lower
their 1Qs. Another study, by theMount Sinai Medica
School, estimated that mercury pollution coststhe U.S.
economy $8.7 billionayear inlost productivity by exposed
children. By comparison, that isabout twicethevaueof all
coa minedinWest Virginiaevery year, according to
industry figures.

Coal-fired power plantsare among thelast
unregul ated sources of mercury emissions. These plants
accounted for about athird of all U.S. mercury emissionsin
1994-95, according to alandmark, congressional ly
mandated study . . .
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... Nationwide, at least 45 states haveissued fish
advisoriesbecause of mercury contamination. Eighteen
states haveissued statewide advisories, warning residents
to limit consumption of fish from any streamsbecause of
mercury. Inal, the advisories cover morethan 12 million
acres of lakesand roughly 473,000 miles of streams,
accordingtothe EPA.

In December, West Virginiajoined the statesthat
havewarned residentsto limit consumption of fish fromany
riversor streams. State public health and environmental
officialscited atwo-year study that found high levelsof
mercury in 78 percent of thefish samplestested.

At the sametime, though, the state listsonly about
17 streamsonitsofficia “impaired” list of waterways
because of mercury contamination. Pat Campbell, adeputy
director at the DEP' s Division of Water and Waste
Management, said that isbecause fish advisoriesand the
impaired waterways|list are based on different numbers.

The state based itsfish advisory onthe EPA’s
recommended limit of 0.3 partsper million of mercury in
fish, Campbell said. But, the state basesitsimpaired-
waterwayslist ontheofficial list of water quality limits
written by the Environmental Quality Board. Currently, the
state’ sfish-tissuelimit on mercury is0.5 partsper million.

The EPA adopted its 0.3-parts-per-million
recommendation in January 2001, based on updated
information about mercury’simpact on human hedlth. . .

...OnMarch 2, the Appal achian Center petitioned
EPA regional administrator Don Welshto forcethe stateto
adopt thetougher mercury limit. Under federal rules, the
EPA must forcethe state’shand if federal officialsfind that
the state’ swater pollution limitsareinadequate.

“Unfortunately, West Virginiansand their children
live every day with aheightened risk of mercury-related
illnessesand disabilities,” the center saidinits petition.

“The deposition of atmospheric mercury from coal-
fired power plantsand direct disposal of mercury tothe
land and water haveresulted in arecent statewidefish
consumption advisory because of toxic levelsof mercury in
fish,” thegroup said.

“Theadvisory isaclear demonstration that \West
Virginiahasfailed to comply with thelaw and protect its
citizensfrom mercury poisoning. Part of the state's
downfall hasbeenitsfailureto promulgate protective
mercury water quality criteria.

“Clearly, the best way to protect West Virginians
from the del eterious effects of mercury isnot through a
simplehealth warning, but by enforcing lawsthat prohibit
contamination of our waters.”

D
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Bills, Bills, Bills.. . .

Here' san update on the movement of important
legidation sothisweek:

Senate Energy, | ndustry and Mining Committee
finally passed the EQB water qudity standardsrule, with
no dissent. Thisisimportant becausetherule contains
EQB’srecommendation to designatethree streamsin
Preston County for Tier 2.5 antidegradation protection.
Theseare native brook trout streamslocated on private
land, and they arethefirst such streamsever nominated by
privatelandownersfor ahigher level of protection.

L ast week the Senate Judiciary Committee
approved al of theair rules, including Rules45CSR 14
and 45CSR19, whichwould replace current WV air
emissonslimitswithwesker, controversa federd
standardsthat are currently inlitigation. The Committee
will now “bundle’ al the DEPrulesinto one package,
makingit virtually impossi bleto amend them on the Senate
floor.

TheHouse side hasnot yet begun considering any
of theDEPrules. Sothereistimeto contact delegateson
the House Judiciary Committeeand | et them know that
45CSR14 and 45CSR19 actually weaken the state’'s
current air emission limits. Ask themto opposethesetwo
rules.

TheHouse Judiciary Committeehastill NOT
taken up HB 2889 — that will let the Department of
Environmental Protection determinethe state' swater
quality standards, instead of theindependent
Environmental Quality Board—and it now appearsthey
will not consider thebill until next week. Thecommitteeis
working froma* Committee Substitute” for thebill, which
isstill undergoing changes by the committee Saff.

However, the debate on the EQB issue has now
switched to the Senate, where members of the Senate
Natural Resources Committee and the Senate Energy,
Industry and Mining Committee passed out asimilar hill,
SB 287, thisweek. Two membersof the Natural
Resources Committee asked to go on record as opposing
thebill, Senators Randy Whiteand Senator Clark Barnes.
Thishill istriplereferenced, soit will next be considered
by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Thisweek the Senate Energy, Industry and Mining
Committee also passed out SB 433. Thisisacompanion
bill tothe“kill EQB” hill, andit would add arepresentative
of the Farm Bureau and arepresentative of the Timber
Associationtothe DEP Advisory Council, and would
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further skew the balance onthe council infavor of the
polluters.

Equaly important areprovisonsinthebill that
would allow specia meetingsof the council tobecalled
for by amgjority voteand alow the council, al'so by
majority vote, to* offer suggestionsto the secretary for
proposed new or amended legidativerules.”

EIM Committee membersincreased thesizeof the
Advisory Council even more, adding council positionsfor
membersfromtheoil and gasindustry, United Mine
Workers, andthe WV Wildlife Federation. Thishill is
becoming quiteaChristmastree.

SB 433 now goesto thefull Senate, whereit will
likely pass. However, aHouseversion of thebill, HB
2883, remainsto be considered either by the House
Government Organization Committeeor House Judiciary.
Sothereisstill timeto ask your delegatesto opposethis
bad pieceof legidation.

Asusual, we expect to seeattemptsto sneak in
bad billsduring thelast daysof thesession. Sostay in
touch, stay informed, and keep the communications
flowingtoyour legidators.

( !

Raffle Tickets Sill Available!

" GoByrdy Go"
Sculptureby Mark Blumenstein

Simply send WV EC $3.00 each, or 2 for $5.00 ~
youwill beenteredinto therafflefor thisgreat scul pture!
Drawingto be held on Earth Day, April 22, 2005.
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March 30: E-Day! at the Capitol. From 10:00 am ~ 3:00 pm.
Upper Rotunda & House / Senate hallways. Make this day your
own ‘citizens lobby day' and join us for our annual trek to the
capitol. Environmental organizations and sustainable busi-
nesses will have displays with loads of information and the
latest news on bills of interest circulating throughout the Senate
and House. Lets let our representatives know we care! Lets
make this year the biggest turn out yet.

To register your group, organization or business contact:
Denise Poole, (304) 346-5905 or deniseap@earthlink.net

March 30: E-Day! Reception and Award Presentation. Perfater
Law Office Lobby, 1311 Virginia Street East, Charleston WV.
From 5:30 pm ~ 9:30 pm. Join WVEC as we honor our 2005
award recipients. A wonderful evening to unwind after E-Day! at
the Capitol. Enjoy dinner, live music by Steve Himes, enviro
friends - and help us show our appreciation to our Mother Jones,
Grassroots Activist, Enviro Courage, Green Entrepreneur and
Public Service award recipients. Suggested donation: $10.00
For more information contact: Denise at WVEC office, (304)
346-5905 or check our website: www.wvecouncil.org.

March 31: The Mountain Justice Summer Campaign Rally &
Concert. Noon- 3 p.m. State Capitol back steps (stage area.)
Demand an end to mountaintop removal! Join a multi-state,
multi-group rally & concert to announce the Mountain Justice
Summer campaign. Speakers from KY, TN, NC, VA, OH & WV -
including Jack Spadaro. Music by Elaine Purkey, Paige
Delparto, Matt Peters and Tonya Adkins. Shuttles running from
Moose Club parking lot (1 mile from capitol off Kanawha Blvd.)
regularly to event. Carpooling encouraged. Parking avail.
around the capitol or Laidley Field, (which has a shuttle to the
Capitol.) Please bring your friends, family and neighbors out
to help us kick-off this historic campaign!

For more information: www.mountainjusticesummer.org.

April 1: The National Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) airs the
first hour of the four hour documentary, The Appalachians.
Check local listings for times. The documentary includes
interviews with Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC) staff
and other mountaintop removal opponents.

>« Calendar of Events §%
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April 9: Last day of the legislative session.

April 22: Earth Day! Stay tuned to Legislative Update and
G.R.E.E.N. newsletter and WVEC website: www.wvecouncil.org
for list of events from around the state and region.

April 22: Mon Earth Concert. - Met Theater, WVU Morgantown.
2nd annual Mon Earth event! Begins at 7:30 pm. Benefits
Friends of the Cheat and other groups.

For more information: www.mon-earth.org

April 23: Earth Day Celebration. Join WVEC, and other environ-
mental organizations, artists, sustainable small business to
celebrate Earth Day. Charleston, WV (exact location for this
event to be announced.)

To participate & information contact: Denise Poole,
deniseap@earthlink.net.

April 23: Earth Day Celebration! Concord University, Athens WV.
Display tables, demonstrations and live music. From 12 noon
till 10:00 pm.

For more information: Laurie McKinney - Llynium Entertain-
ments. (304) 320-8833 or llynium@yahoo.com

April 29: WV-CAG Annual Spring Event. Charleston, Coonskin
Park Clubhouse. Great food, drinks and silent auction! This is
an evening event. Exact beginning time to be announced.

For more information contact: Linda Mallet, (304) 346-5891 or
linda@wvcag.org

June 25: Third Annual Lavender & More Fair! LaPaix Herb
Farm, Alum Bridge, WV (Lewis County.) Featuring a variety of
Workshops, Walks, Booths, Culinary Delights and much more!
Silent Auction with proceeds going in support of Sustainable
Living For West Virginia organization.

For more information contact: Myra Bonhage-Hale,
lapaixl@westvirginia.net or (304) 269-7681.

=7 E-Day! March 30th

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council
1324 Virginia Street East, Charleston WV 25301

Phone: (304) 346-5905

Renewed Membership

Change of Address Donation

Name:

New Membership

Www.wvecouncil.or g

Membership Levels

$ 10 Student/ Senior
$ 25 Regular

Address:

$ 50 Seedling
$ 100 Sustaining

City, State, Zip:

$ 250 Enviro Steward
$ 500 Canopy

Phone: e-mail

$ 1,000 Old Growth
$ Other

Green Legidlative Update
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The West Virginia Environmental Council
1324 Virginia Street East
Charleston, WV 25301

Time sensitive material - please deliver promptly. Thank you.
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