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WVEC's 17th Annual Fall Conference

October 14th ~ October 16th ~

What could be more enticing than spending time
thisautumnin Berkel ey county - especialy when com-
bined with the e-council's 17th annual fall conferencel!

Camp Framein Hedgesvilleisthesitefor this
year'sgathering scheduled from Friday October 14
through Sunday October 16. We hopeyou are planning
to break away from your usud routineandjoinusfor a
powerful conference - dedicated to strengthening our role
in protecting the environment and sustainable economic
development.

Thisisthefirst timesince WVEC formedin 1989,
that we havelocated our fall event in the eastern pan-
handle! I'm sure many of you remember "the garbage
war" battles, particularly inthe early 1990'sagainst mega
landfills. Thestruggle continues, and thisbeautiful area
facesother challengesincluding urban sprawl. Hear more
onthese & other issuesfrom around the state and beyond.

Theweekend promisesto inspire, educate and
even renew your enthusiasm for working together towards
abetter future. Whether you are along time member or
just now getting to know us, you'll find many activitiesof
interest to choosefrom. WV EC hasworked carefully to
create abal anced weekend to include a Saturday keynote
address by Senator John Unger, Friday and Sunday
presentations on dternative energy, numerousworkshops,
excursions, and awonderful variety of boothsthroughout
the entireweekend.

Regiond and state-wide environmental groups,
individuals, artists, and sustainable businesses are partici-
pating offering their particular areaof expertise.

Youwon't regret |eaving behind other obligations
to bethere- and besides, thefall foliagewill beat its
peak! We hopeto seeyou at Camp Frame!

Denise Poole, WVEC President
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Camp Frame, HedgesvilleWV
Top 10 Reasons to Attend:

10) You can be among the most progressive community of
enviros ever and be part of making this year the biggest & best
conference ever.

9) You need to be updated on such issues as water quality &
guantity, mountaintop removal mining, stream monitoring,
campaign finance reform, WV's wilderness campaign, the bottle
bill, urban sprawl, landfills, uses for herbs.....

8) You want to learn more about alternative fuels, and don't want
to miss Bill McGlinchey's presentation on Friday or seeing Abe
Mwaura's veggie powered car. (see pg. 7)

7) You've always intended to visit this region and take advantage
of the mineral springs, spas, biking & hiking trails, lush scenery,
historical landmarks - but never had a good excuse, until now!

6) You want to hear the latest on the effects of global climate
change, air quality, dirty coal fired power plants - and learn more
about sustainable energy in general, and know that Allan
Tweddle and Jim Kotcon will be there to tell you.

5) You've been wondering, "What does the political landscape
look like? Can | be a lobbyist? Could I run for office?"

4) You want to bring your musical instruments so you can play
and sing timeless Dylan tunes around the campfire with others.

3) You want to hear Senator Unger's Saturday evening keynote
address, and let him know how much you appreciate his hard
work at the legislature.

2) You just need a boost that only connecting with other environ-
mentally conscious folks can fulfill.

1) You are frustrated with the slow pace of change!

Registration is easy!
Please see conference program & registration information
on pages 7, 8 & 9 of this issue. Visit our website:
www.wvecouncil.org for conference updates.
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Drew Forrester Bestows Gift to WVEC

This past year Drew Forrester, a long time social activist and e-council
member passed away - bequeathing a very generous donation to us.

The WVEC Board of Directors decided to take this much needed and
unexpected opportunity to honor Drew's vision and support our organization in a
few fundamental ways. We hired three half-time contract staffers for a six month
period: Chuck Wyrostok as Outreach Coordinator, Don Garvin as Legislative
Coordinator, and Denise Poole as Program Coordinator. Don Alexander will
continue as Website & E-mail listserve Coordinator. Our hope is to be able to
make this gift work for us to sustain these efforts.

Drew bequeathed this same gift to other organizations in West Virginia
including: The WV Highlands Conservancy, WV Citizen Action Group, and ACLU.

Please see page 6 of this newsletter to learn more about Drew's

life and social activism.

News Briefs:

Update on Marsh Fork Elementary
Coal River Mountain Watch is

still waiting for substantive answers on

their concerns about the Massey Energy

coal processing plant near Marsh Fork

Elementary School. Read more by

visiting: www.ohvec.org. You can let Gov.

Manchin know what you think:

Gov. Joe Manchin

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, E.

Charleston, WV 25305.

1-888-438-2731

Governor@WVGov.org.

Update on Blair Mountain—Park
Service Action and OVEC Lawsuit

The National Park Service has
passed the Friends of the Mountains’
nomination for Blair Mountain to be listed
on National Register of Historic Places
back to the state for more information.
This is good news.

OVEC, Coal River Mountain
Watch and the Appalachian Center for
the Economy and the Environment filed a
lawsuit challenging the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers permit that would allow a
Massey Energy subsidiary to bury nearly
3 miles of streams at a mountaintop
removal operation it wants to conduct
near Blair Mountain. The Corps said the
mining would “not significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.”
Hence, the lawsuit. To read more:
www.ohvec.org.

Take Action to Protect the
Monongahela National Forest

The US Forest Service's official public
comment period for their newly released
draft plan ends on November 14th. This
is our big chance to tell them we want
Wilderness, clean water and wildlife
habitat protected for all, including future
generations, to enjoy. The Forest
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Service's Preferred Alternative (#2)
threatens the future of the Mon’s wild
lands by rolling back protections for
roadless areas and failing to
recommend an adequate number of new
wilderness areas. Only Alternative 3, with
changes, goes the furthest in
recommending new wilderness areas
and protecting the Mon’s remaining
special wild places.

YOUR COMMENTS are crucial to the
preservation of this jewel of nature.
Please take a moment to write your letter
to the Forest Service and tell them you
want them to keep the Mon wild. The
public has 90 days to comment to the
Forest Service. Please go to http://
www.wvwild.org/mon_05.htm for an
overview and talking points.

Employment Opportunity

Lobbyists: The West Virginia
Environmental Council (WVEC) will
have seasonal openings for full and
part-time environmental lobbyists
during the upcoming 2006 regular
legislative session. Mid January
through mid March. Call the WVEC
office: (304) 346-5905 for more
information and to see how to apply.

Employment Opportunity

Outreach Coordinator, Greenbrier
River Watershed Association

Environmental organization seeks a
leader to do community education,
direct water monitoring program and
recruit volunteers. This is an
Americorps Vista position that will
last at least one year. Please email
grwa@peoplepc.com or phone 304-
647-4792 for more information.

West Virginia
Environmental Council
2004~2005 Board of Directors

Denise Poole, President
Chuck Wyrostok, Vice President
Fred Sampson, Past President

Mary Ellen O'Farrell Secretary

Laura Spadaro, Treasurer

Don Alexander Greg Carroll
Janet Keating  Liz Garland
Don Garvin Don Gasper

Bob Hamburg Chris Hogbin

Jim Kotcon ~ Bonnie Mallott

Chelena McCoy Cindy Rank

Elizabeth Sampson
Carol Warren Mary Wildfire
Frank Young Gary Zuckett

Chuck Wyrostok
Outreach Coordinator
wyro@appalight.com

Don Garvin
Legislative Coordinator
dsgjr@aol.com

Denise Poole
Program Coordinator
deniseap@earthlink.net

Don Alexander
Web Site Coordinator &
E-Mail Listserve Coordinator
paradox@spectrumz.com

G.R.E.E.N. isthemonthly newsl etter
of the West VirginiaEnvironmental
Council (WVEC), astatewide
organi zation dedicated to facilitating
communication and cooperation
among citizensin promoting
environmental protectionin
West Virginia.

LegidlativeUpdate, is published
weekly during theregular Legislative
Session.

G.R.E.E.N. welcomes | etters,
articles, and art work from readers
and reserves theright to edit or
reject submissions. Submit materials:

G.RE.E.N., DenisePoole, editor
deniseap@earthlink.net
1324 VirginiaStreet East
Charleston, WV 25301

(304) 346-5905
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Under the Dome

IbLLI
By Donald S. Garvin, Jr., WVEC Legidlative Coordinator
Special Session Food Fight

September’s Special Session of theWV Legidature
resembled asceneright out of themovie“Animal House,” a
political food fight over how much to reducethefood tax.

Everyonegot in ontheact. The Governor andthe
Democratsthrew thefirst bitsof Jell-O, proposing to lower
the salestax on food from 6% to 5%. The Republicans
hurled back gobs of mashed potatoes, proposing to eliminate
thetax altogether, raising the question of just whoisthe
“party of the people.”

Then Massey’sDon Blankenship (surely atrue
spokesman of thelittle guy) caucused with the Republicans,
and tossed around alot of non-food itemslike cow dung.
What’sherunning for anyway? (I may beforced to change
my first name!).

Findly, theWV Supreme Court arrived to mop up
the scene.

Inthe end, the Governor got hisway and thefood
tax was reduced to 5%, with no plan on how the state will
make up for theloss of revenue.

Butinthemidst of all thismess, the Legidaturedid
anuncharacteristically great thing—they passed landmark
campaign financelegidation that makesWest Virginiathe
first stateto placealimit on contributionsto “ 527" groups,
groupsthat run sham issue adsthat are actually campaign
adsfor or against political candidates.

Gazette reporter Scott Finn has dubbed these 527's
as"“ shadowy organizations,” but the shadow was cast by
noneother than that great humanitarian Don Blankenship
when he used such adsto buy himself a Supreme Court
justiceinthelast election.

Thelegidation passed by our legidatorsnot only
limitsthe amount of money that can be contributed to these
groups, but also thetiming and frequency of the ads, and
requiresfull disclosure of who thesegroupsare.

Thereisno doubt that Blankenship’sactionswere
theimpetusbehind thishill. So perhapswe can thank him
for something after all.

All thewrangling of the Special Sessionranonand
on, and forced the cancell ation of the September Interim
L egidative Committee meetings. Actualy, that wasof little
consequence because the Interim Committees have been
moving asslow asmolasses. But that’sabout to change.

Onefinance subcommitteeis charged with studying
“actionsthat may be undertaken to ensurethe
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competitivenessof West Virginia' scoal industry.” To
saner folksthismight be considered abit unnecessary in
light of themillionsof dollarsthefederal Congressjust
doled out to the coal industry for “clean coa” technology
projects. But weaready know that thiscommittee wants
tolower coa severancetaxes.

The Forest Management Review Commission
wantsto lower the timber severance tax and make sure
that the US Forest Service setsaside alot of treesfor the
timber industry to harvest in the MonongahelaNational
Forest’smanagement planrevision.

Onejudiciary subcommitteeisabout to consider a
“bottlebill” requiring refundable depositson beverage
containersaswell aslegidation to implement stormwater
regulationsrequired under thefederal Clean Water Act.

Then there’'sthe Joint Legidative Rule-Making
Review Committeethat will begin to consider someof the
proposed DEP rulesfor waste management and air
pollution beginning at the October Interims.

So now isnotimeto relax our vigilance. Thereal
legidativefood fight for environmentalistsisabout to begin.

And now that fall hasarrived, remember to keep
your bird feedersfull, soyou can delight ina“food fight”
of amuch more appealing variety.

It'sajungleout there!

The Real Friendsof Coal

PERC-WYV toReleaseReport on Industry
ContributionstoWest VirginiaPalitical Campaigns

TheWest VirginiaPeople' sElection Reform
Codition (PERC-WV), ajoint project of the Ohio Valley
Environmentda Coadlition (OVEC), WV-CAG anditssister
organization, the Mountain State Education and Research
Foundation (M SERF) is putting thefinishing touchesona
full-length report on coal industry involvement in West
Virginiapolitical campaigns. Using the 2004 dataand data
from previous election cycles, the coa report detailsthe
contributions coal interests have made from 1996 to 2004.
Thereport also givesexamplesof favorablelegidation and
other perksthat theindustry hasreceived during that time.
We hopethisin depth analysiswill proveto beapowerful
tool to helpillustratethe influence the coal industry wields
over our political process. If you areinterested in acopy
of thefinished report, e-mail julie@wvcag.org.

PERC-WYV isasoworking onits2004 Election
CycleReport dueto bereleased thisfall. Thereport will
provide aquantitative summary of campaign donations
madeto candidatesfor Governor, Supreme Court and the
West VirginialL egidature during last year’ selection.
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DEP Watch . ..

TheWest VirginiaDepartment of Environmental
Protection announced thisweek that it hasFINALLY
moved to the next phase of approving thelist of streams
that qualify for Tier 2.5 protection provided under WV’s
Antidegradation Implementation Rule. The
L egidature passed the ruleand approved the
“presumptivelist” of Tier 2.5 streamsin 2001!

Theoriginal list of 444 streamswas put out for
public comment by landownersin early 2002. DEP says
they received morethan 4,000 objectionsto streamson
thelist (weknow thesewere primarily formletters
provided to landownersby the Farm Bureau).

According to DEP, 38 streamsreceived no
objectionsand automatically gotothefina Tier 2514,
and they haveremoved 50 streamsfromthelist “ because
theinformation used tolist the streamswasflawed.”

DEPisnow putting out theremaining list of 356
streamsfor additiona consideration and public comment.
Commentseither supporting or refuting astream’s
inclusonontheTier 2.5list must be made by Nov. 30.
Commentson thedraft list should be sent to the West
VirginiaDepartment of Environmenta Protection, Attn:
Tier 2.5,60157th &. S.E., Charleston, WV 25304.
Written commentsmay al so be sent by E-mail to
antideg@wvdep.org.

Thelist of streamscan befound onlineat
www.wvdep.org/antideg, or by calling (800) 654-5227.

e C——

Under adraft TM DL clean up plan for the
Coal River watershed rel eased just thisweek by DER,
coal mining operationsaongthe Coa River would need to
cut their toxic metal dischargesby nearly two-thirdsin
order to comply with WV water quality standards.

According tothedraft plan, coa mineswould
needto eliminatenearly 2.5 million pounds per year of
iron, duminum and manganesethat they pour annualy into
the Coal River anditstributaries.

DEP officia ssay that the state al so needsto
eliminateraw sewage discharges, reclaim abandoned coal
minesand reducerunoff of contaminated sediment inthe
watershed.

Public commentsto DEPonthe TMDL plan must
bereceived by October 17. Moreinformation can be
found at DEP swebsite, www.wvdep.org.

G.R.E.E.N. News

e ——

Last week DEPhelditsfirst“ Water Quality
Standards’ public meeting following thetransfer of water
qudity rulemaking authority from EQB to DEPby the
Legidaturethisyear.

Accordingtoreports, DEP officia srepeatedly
told industry representativesat the meeting that agency
personnel would NOT meet privately withthemto discuss
“the substance of changing awater quality standard.” Al
those discussionswould beheldin open public meetings,
DEPofficiadsclaimed. (Excuseour skepticism here, but
we'll just havetowait and see!).

Thebig newsisthat DEPisnow beginning the
2007 Triennial Review of statewater quality standards
asrequired under thefederal Clean Water Act. The 2004
Triennia Review submitted by EQB waspretty much
scuttled by the L egidature.

DEP officiassaid theagency isconsidering as
part of thereview new water quality standardsfor
bacteria, mercury, and selenium, and might aso examine
thestate'slist of designated trout streamsand along list of
pollutantsfor which the state' slimitsdo not match those of
thefederal EPA.

Public commentson which standards should be
consderedintheTriennia Review must bereceived by
DEPby October 14. Moreinformationisavailableon
the DEPwebsite at www.wydep.org/wgstandards.

(Someof theinformation aboveisfrom articlesby
Gazette reporter Ken Ward, Jr., who does an excellent
jobof “watching” the DEP).

Molly Ivins on Mountaintop
Removal Mining:

“A classic case of a story not unreported
but underreported — a practice so
environmentally irresponsible it makes
your hair hurt to think about it.”

(Molly Ivins commenting on Project Censored's annual release
of the 10 biggest stories ignored or under-covered by
mainstream media. Project Censored is based at Sonoma Sate
University in California. Number 10 on the list was,

“ Mountaintop Removal Threatens Ecosystem and Economy.” )

_ Y,
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Circle the Wagons...or
‘networking 101"

By Chuck Wyrostok, Outreach Coordinator
(wyro@appalight.com)

Just likeinthelawless old West, it's becometime
to“circlethewagons’. These are specia timesin our land,
and peoplewho believein the common good for all must
step up and build our circle outward. We're dealing with
the forces of darkness here, make no mistake.

Powerful businesses hold sway and many times they have
no problem saying “if people get hurt, well, that’ sthe price
of progress.” Amazing. Liketheir familiesdon’t get
mercury poisoning?

TheLegidatureusually goesalong with this
business’ creed’. Big businessfinances much of their
election campaigns. But, ultimately, it'sthe voter that
counts.

Almost any elected official will candidly tell you
that the one constant, over-riding priority they haveis
getting re-elected. Forget therest of the bull, * getting back
in” isit. Consequently, they DO pay attention to the voters
intheir districts.....all year long. That'swhereyou comein.

These votersare your neighbors and thefolksin
your county. Each of you intimately know the community
you'reliving in - way better than we do. You know the
people you can depend on. That’s why we need your help
to build agrassroots corps of peoplefor the common good
that state senators and del egates cannot ignore. This corps
must bewilling to consistently take thetimeto makecalls
and write letters-to-the-editor (LTE’s) to the county paper.
LTE'sare one of the best, cheapest, most widely-read
advocacy tools we have.

These grassroots circles connect everyonein a
common bond and it nurtures and grows our strength. The
political climateisshifting. Peopleyou know, who before
were only annoyed, are now pissed off. Tell them about
thecircle. Gettheminvolved. Get them onto WVEC's
Action Alert Network. Start awriters roster for aletters-
to-the-editor campaign. Beginthedialogue. Talk tothem.
Call us. We can help you get started.

We aim to make constituency-building one of our
main focuses over the next few months. Help us do that.
We don’t have the big money. We have the ultimate power,
though...thevote.

Onelast note...much of what we' re accomplishing
thisyear isdueto the generosity of aguy | met too briefly
during astay on the Outer Banksin North Carolinaa
couple of yearsago. Drew Forrester firmly believed that
ordinary people could make positive change (see Mark
Blumenstein'sarticle). He'sgone now, hislife eclipsed too
soon.
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Please help honor Drew’s gift to all of usby
making grassrootsareality in your neck of the woods.
Thisisaonly afirst step in building our circle outwards.
Only you candorthis. Let thedialoguebegin.

Massey Energy Honors
Environmental Award Winners

With environmental award winners like these...
By Vivian Stockman, OVEC

June 21, 2005: Massey honored the winner of its first
annual Green Miner Award for calendar year 2004 at a
banquet in Charleston, W.Va.

"The Green Miner Award will be awarded each
year to the Massey group with the best environmental
performance,” said Don Blankenship, Massey’s CEO.

Massey subsidiary Sidney Coal Company, located
in Sidney, KY won for 2004. The company’s L ong Fork
Mining Co. was proclaimed Best Preparation Plant. (Any
guesses on which plant will receive that “award” for
20057)

June29: Long Fork spewed blackwater into atributary of
Big Creek, which flowsinto the Tug River.

July 7: Dittotheabove. A similar “spill” had also
occurred at Long Fork on Feb. 28.

July 12: Sidney’sCoal released blackwater spill into Big
Creek, killing fish along athree-mile stretch.

July 31: TheKentucky Division of Water issued citations
to Sidney and to Long Fork for allowing blackwater from
coal processing plants to escape into streams. Sidney was
charged with failing to report the spill, degrading the
stream, creating an environmental emergency and violating
its state-issued pollution discharge permit. Long Fork was
charged with failing to report the spills, degrading the
stream and violating its pollution discharge permit.

Ohyeah. On Feb. 13, 2004, The Charleston
Gazette reported that Massey Sidney’sfacility could face
finesof upto $40 millionin alawsuit that alleged morethan
100 violationsof both the daily and monthly limitsfor the
discharge of solidsfrom three Sidney Coal permitsalong
Big Creek.

James Earl Evansof Hatfield, K, sued Sidney
Coal after repeated blackwater spills by the company
fouled Big Creek, aTug Fork tributary that flowsthrough
hisproperty.

Overadl, theviolations, based on reports Sidney
Codl fileswith Kentucky regulators, total 1,971 days of
non-compliance since January 2000, the lawsuit alleges.

With environmental award winners like these,
we can retire the word polluter.
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Drew Forrester ~
He Was There For E-Council In The Past,
There For Us Today, And With Your Help

... Perhaps The Future
By Mark Blumenstein

Therearemany traitsin peoplewho support
causeslikeoursthat aretryingto make adifference. Some
peopleloudly wavetheir handsand proclaimthat they are
therefor what we' redoing. Somewill send acheck, while
otherswill actually cometoraliesand eventsaswell as
dig deepintotheir pockets. It israrethat onedoesall of
theaboveandin hisfina daysredlizesthat what weare
doingisvery specia and that hewantsto contribute even
after hisbody can no longer be counted present with the
rest of thefaithful.

Drew Forrester wasthat kind of guy. Hewas
subtle and interesting. Hewas|ow-key but aperson of
conviction and presence. Hewould show upif possible
and took great careto support causesthat helped his
felowWest Virginians.

Whenitwastimefor Drew todo hisfina planning
for hisearly departurefromthislife, hediditindetail.
From creating postersof picturesof hislife by decade, to
planning the catering of hismemorid service, Drew
planned and paid for it al in advance. And soit waswith
hisdedication to the Environment.

Drew left the E-Council agift that will makea
difference. .. amonetary gift that isnow being put to
great useto further the cause by helping to fund new
positions, purchase office supplies, and work in so many
other ways. Thiswill helpthe E-Council continueinits
quest tofight for WV and acleaner environment.

Thegift speaksto how important thework of the
E-Council wasto Drew and how much hewantedto help
hisbel oved State of West Virginia. We a so understand
that Drew |eft giftstotwo other groupsfighting for clean
government and the environment. Making you aware of
Drew’sgift will hopefully hel p you understand how much
the E-Council meantto him.

Perhapsit meansalot to you. Perhapsyou would
liketo helpasdid Drew, findingitinyour heart tothink
beyond today and help plan for abetter tomorrow. Thisis
atruth that will carry Drew’smemory on, and it can be
onefor youaswdll.

Remember Drew, and remember the E-Council
and know wewill betherefor youif you aretherefor us.
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G. Drew Forrester

G Drew Forrester, born Sept. 5, 1952, in
Pittsburgh, PA, died of cancer on Monday, June 21,
2004, in hishome in Martinsburg.

Mr. Forrester wasaresident of and property
owner in Greenbrier County from 1974 to 2001. Hewas
employed a different timesby severa Greenbrier County
socid serviceagencies, including the Greenbrier Ve ley
Mental Hedlth Clinic, SenecaMenta Hedth/Menta
Retardation Council, Greenbrier Center, and VOCA
Corporation of WV. He also started, owned, and
operated hisown business, Spectrum Services, andits
subsidiaries, Olde Towne Chimney Sweepsand Custom
Improvements.

Mr. Forrester served onthe Board of Directors of
the Greenbrier Council on Alcoholismand Drug Abuse,
the Family Refuge Center, the Litter Control Codlition of
Greenbrier County, and the Greenbrier River Planning
Council. Hewasavolunteer actor with both the
Greenbrier Valey Theatreand CarnegieHall, wasa
member of The Men of Greenbrier, and umpiredfor Little
League Baseball for threeyears.

"Go Byrdy Go!"

"Go Byrdy Go!", a sculpture by Mark Blumentein will
be raffled during our Fall Conference! Tickets available all
weekend, with the drawing to be held Sunday at noon!
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Forget Horsepower, Try Veggie Power
By Scott Wartman, staff writer
Reprinted from The Herald-Dispatch, July 20, 2005

Filling thetank on Abe Mwaura sVolkswagon
Jettainvolvesatrip to arestaurant - preferably agreasy
restaurant. Hiscar cravesvegetableoil rather than gasto
run.

AbeMwauraof Huntington and hisbrother, Jesse,
spent aday in December 2004 converting hisdiesdl
engineto run on vegetableoil by installing $300 worth of
equipment that includesafilter, afuel selector andtank for
thevegetableail.

The convers on hasmeant significant savingsfor
Mwaura, upwardsto $1,500 ayear in fuel costs. Mwaura
getshisvegetableoil freefrom restaurantsand only buys
diesel fuel every 3,500t0 5,000 miles. The car usesdiesel
only to start theengine, Mwaurasaid.

A concernfor the environment and aneed to
reduce hisexorbitant gas costs prompted Mwaurato
convert hisdiesdl engineto avegetableoil engine.

Asacommunity organizer for theOhioValey
Environmenta Codition, Mwauratravelsal over the
country in hiscar and needed to find away to reduce his
costs. Since December, he has put 20,000 mileson his
veggie-poweredcar. ..

Mwaurasaid hefaced many skepticswhen he set
out to convert hiscar. Hebought hisdiesal enginecarin
2004 knowing hewanted to convert it to run onveggieoil,
hesaid. Only diesdl enginescan be convertedtorunon
vegetableail...

“When| pulled upinmy veggiecar running on
veggieoil, they wereastonished,” Mwaurasaid. “I’ mnot
tired of talking about it. | amjazzed that | driveonveggie
oil. | get onthe highway and passcars. It feelsgood | am
not using harmful oil when | pass SUV son thehighway.”

Mwaurasaid he also hopes hisveggie-powered
car sendsamessage. The car provestransportation
doesn't havetorely onfossl fuels, hesaid. Environmenta
and social issueshave concerned Mwaurasince
childhood. Mwauraattributeshis parentsfor ingtillinga
socia consciousnessin him, and hecarriesout hispassion
asan OVEC organizer.

“1 bought the car because | knew | wasgoing to
convertit. Itisapolitical statement that thereare
aternativesout there,” Mwaurasaid. “Wenever haveto
say weneedfoss| fuels.”

** Note: Abe'sveggie car will be at the WVEC Fall
Conference October 14-16.

G.R.E.E.N. News

WYV Environmental Council’s

~ Annual Fall Conference ~
October 14 — 16, 2005

Camp Frame, in Hedgesville WV

Directions: From Interstate 81: Take Exit 16 West onto
Route 9. Go 4 miles to the town of Hedgesville. There is
one red light. Go straight. Three miles from Hedgesville take
the right turn onto Camp Frame Road. Follow that road for
1.5 miles to Camp Frame.

From Berkeley Springs: Turn onto Route 9 East going out
of Berkeley Springs at the Sheetz gas station. It is 14.9
miles from Sheetz to Camp Frame Road on the left. Follow
Camp Frame Road 1.5 miles to Camp Frame.

From Morgantown or points northwest: Quicker to come
through Berkeley Springs by taking 522 off of Interstate 70
then to Route 9 West in Berkeley Springs (rather than
going all the way on 70 to 81 then south.) It will save about
half an hour.

¢ What to bring: flashlight, bed linens, silent auction
item(s), Materials/handouts/items from your
organization or business (booths at no cost are
available, and space is provided for all miscellaneous
literature), sports gear if you wish (some equipment
provided - a softball field, basketball court on site):
baseball bat & ball. If you wish to go on an excursion:
hiking shoes, bike or roller blades.

Registration: $10. per adult, $5. per student, Children 12
and under no cost

Sleeping Accomodations: Bunk beds, $8. per night
Tent Camping: $10. per tent for entire weekend

Meals: $5. each

To register: See page 9 of this issue.

Other area accomodations (please make your own
reservations):

Hotels:

Martinsburg (about 20 minutes away from Camp Frame)
Comfort Inn: 304-263-6200, Econo-lodge: 304-274-2181,
Holiday Inn Express: 304-274-6100

Knights Inn: 304-267-2211, Super 8: 304-263-0801
Hedgesville (about 7 minutes from Camp Frame)

The Woods Resort: 304-754-7977

Berkeley Springs - (about 20 minutes from Camp Frame)
Berkeley Springs Inn: 304-258-9400, Cacapon Resort State
Park: 304-258-1022

Area Bed & Breakfasts:

Berkeley Springs - Highlawn Inn: 304-258-5700, Manor B&B
Inn: 304-258-1552

Sleepy Creek Mountain Inn: 304-258-0234
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The WV Environmental Council’'s ~ Annual Fall Conference ~
October 14 — 16, 2005 Camp Frame, in Hedgesville WV

Conference Program Schedule:

Friday, October 14th

12:00 noon: Registration Opens

Booth set up: Please bring your own canopies for outside
set-up if you wish. Inside tables available.

Silent Auction Begins: Benefit to support WVEC.

2:00-4:00 pm ~ Concurrent Workshops:

e “Save Our Streams (SOS) Training”, with Sherry
Evasic of Blue Heron

e “Medicinal Herbs”, with Kat of Sage Moon Herbs

5:00-6:00 pm ~Workshop:

e “Lobbying 101", Don Garvin — WVEC's Legislative
Coordinator

6:30 pm: Delicious Pizza & Salad Dinner

7:30 pm: “Overview of Alternative Fuels”

Presentation — Bill McGlinchey, AFV International, LLC
methanol, propane, natural gas, hybrid/electric, bio-diesel

9:00 pm: Camp Fire — Bring your instruments and
join us late into the evening!
Star Party with: Kevin Boles from the

Morgan County Observatory.

Saturday, October 15:

7 am: Registration Opens
7:30 ~ 8:45: Breakfast
9:00 am: Welcome / Announcements
9:15~10:00: Opening Circle/" Dot Session”

Break
10:15-10:30: Highlighting Eastern Panhandle Issues
10:30-11:00: Legislative Issues of the Member

Organizations — a brief update from groups
Break

11:15-12:00 ~ Concurrent Workshops:

e Air Quality: “The Air We Breathe”, Jim Kotcon —
WVEC and WV University

e “Land Preservation, Planning & Development”,
Lavonne Paden & Sue Ann Morgan

¢ Clean Elections —“Campaign Finance Reform”, with
Peoples Election Reform Coalition (PERC)

e “Coordinating With Students”, Danny Chiotos —
Shepherd University

12:00—-1:00: Pot-Luck Lunch —Bring a dish to share!
(Home cooked veggie soup, sandwiches, salad &
beverages provided by WVEC, courtesy of Faith Hall)

* Regional Meeting during this time. Please meet with your
Region at 12:30

G.R.E.E.N. News

1:15-2:00 ~ Concurrent Workshops:

e “Homeopathy”, Mike Law

e “Plants — Native & Invasive”, Lynn Wagner

e “Lobbying 101", Don Garvin — WVEC Legislative
Coordinator

* “Protecting the Mon National Forest’s Special
Places”, Dave Saville & Matt Keller of WV Highlands
Conservancy & Wilderness Campaign

e “Sustainable Energy Charter”, Bill McGlinchey of
Interfaith Global Climate Change Campaign

2:15pm ~ Concurrent Excursions:
» Raft Float Trip with Blue Heron — Cost: $20 (Bring your
own Kayak or canoe - $10.) This excursion includes a

cookout dinner. You will leave camp at 2:15, and launch
off by about 2:30. You must have some experience to
participate. Dinner at conclusion of trip. Returns back to
camp approx. 7:00 pm.

e C&O Canal and Rail Trail: Biking, hiking, roller blading,
skating or just plain stroll. Bring your own bike, or bike
rentals available at a cost of between $9.00 and $16.00
(depending on type of bike) for two hours.

e Optional Free time during the afternoon to go on one of
the above listed excursions, workshops at the camp or
explore the Berkeley Springs area on your own. Horseback
riding, Cacapon State Park, Sleepy Creek Wildlife
management, Berkeley Springs and much more close by.
Directions provided at conference.

3:00: Afternoon Workshops (to be announced)

6:00-7:30: Spaghetti Dinner — vegetarian & meat
sauce spaghetti, tossed salad, bread, dessert & drinks.
8:00 pm ~ Keynote Address: Senator John Unger
9:30 pm: Music in the evening (don't forget to bring
those instruments) — Gather around the campfire

Star Party - with Kevin Boles from the
Morgan County Observatory.

Sunday, October 16th:

7:30-8:45: Breakfast

9:00 am: Regional Reports / Announcements

10:00: Presentation: Alternative Energy, Allan
Tweddle

11:15: Member Organizations legislative
Roundtable

12:00 noon: Silent Auction ends — please join us in

the dinning hall to collect your items!
12:15: Lunch, provided by WVEC — soup, sandwiches,
salad, fruit and array of leftovers from the weekend!
2:00 pm: Conference Concludes

(Brief WVEC Board Meeting: 1:30—-3:00 pm)
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October 14-16: WVEC's 17th Annual Fall Conference. Camp Frame,
Hedgesville WV (near Berkeley Springs.) Features Key Note Address
by Sen. John Unger, Presentations, Workshops, Excursions, Booths,
Alternative/sustainable initiatives, lots more.

Registration: $10. per adult. $5. Students. Camping and bunk bed
sleeping on site additional fee. Other hotel and B&B accommodations
nearby. Please see page 8 of this newsletter for schedule details and
registration.

For more information & to register: contact the e-council office:
(304) 346-5905 or e-mail deniseap@earthlink.net or visit our website:
www.wvecouncil.org

October 15-17: Cranberry Wilderness Backpack in the Monongahela
Forest. Approximately. 24 miles circuit mostly along the drainages of
North Fork of Cranberry River, Beechlog Run, Laurell Run and Middle
Fork of Williams River. Experienced Backpackers only. Limit of 10
participants.

For more information or to go: Contact Mike Juskelis at (410) 439-4964
or e-mail: mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

October 20-26: WV Highlands Conservancy Fall Review. Cheat
Mountain Club, Activities include: Friday outing to upper Shavers Fork
watershed, Friday evening program with Dr. Todd Petty - WVU Fisheries
Biologist, Saturday banquet dinner, several outings to nearby areas
throughout the week.

Beds in the lodge and camping available. Meals additional cost.

For more information, visit the WVHC website:
www.wvhighlands.org

October 22: WV Herb Association Fall Herb Festival. Jackson's Mill,
Weston WV. Workshops on growing herbs, culinary herbs, medicinal
herbs, craft uses for herbs. Registration cost: $50. (includes work-
shops, lunch & snacks). Vendor Table Fee: $10.

For lodging contact Jackson's Mill: (304) 269-5100.

For more information and to register: Call Dot Montgillion, (304)
269-6416 or e-mail: smokecamp@iolinc.net. Visit the website:
www.wvherb.org.

November 4: OVEC's 16th Annual Treehuggers’ Ball. The Java Joint
(former Calamity Cafe') across from Marshall University, corner of 3rd
Ave. & Hal Greer Blvd. in Huntington. Have fun and help save the
mountains! Begins at 9:30 p.m.

If you go: A $5.00 donation at the door helps fund OVEC's Stop
Mountaintop Removal campaign and treats you to the sounds of Big
Rock and the CandyAss Mountain Boys. Also includes a Silent Auction
with great stuff like local artists’ work! You can buy cool eco-products
and OVEC's brand new 2005 Treehuggers’ Ball T-shirts. If you have
items to donate for the silent auction, please e-mail vivian@ohvec.org
or call the office at 304-522-0246.

January 11, 2006: Regular legislative session begins.
March 11, 2006: Regular legislative session ends.

May 26-29, 2006: Heartwood Forest Council / Summit for the
Mountains. More details forthcoming.

Conference Registration FOrm - camp Frame, Hedgesville WV October 14 through 16, 2005

Please return to: WVEC Fall Conference, 1324 Virginia Street East, Charleston 25301. We know time is short, so please mail this form in
so we receive by Oct. 11th. Otherwise, please call WVEC office with your information: (304) 346-5905 - Or e-mail: deniseap@earthlink.net.
We will accept reservations on site, however space for some activities may be limited.

Name: Organization:

Address: Phone: Cell:
E-Mail:

Registration Fee: ($10.00 per Adult) (for people)
Registration/Student: ($5.00 ages 12-18) (for students)

Saturday Breakfast: ($ 5.00 per person) (for people)

Sunday Breakfast: ($ 5.00 per person) (for people)

Saturday Dinner: ($ 5.00 per person) (for people)

Friday night Bunk Bed: ($8.00 per person) (for people)

Saturday night Bunk Bed: ($8.00 per person) (for people)

Friday & Saturday night Camping: ($ 10.00 per tent) (for tents) includes entire weekend, unlimited occupants

* Optional Boat Float Saturday Excursion:

Registration Total:

(add $20., or $10. if own canoe or kayak)

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

1324 Virginia Street East, Charleston WV 25301

Renewed Membership New Membership

Phone: 304-346-5905

Website: www.wvecouncil.org

Membership Levels:

Change of Address Donation

$10 Student/ Senior
Name: $25 Regular

$50 Seedling
Address: $100 Sustaining

$250 Enviro Steward
City, State, Zip: $500 Canopy

$1,000 Old Growth
Phone: e-mail $ Other

G.R.E.E.N. News

page9



The West Virginia Environmental Council
1324 Virginia Street East
Charleston, WV 25301

Please join us ..... October 14 - 16, 2005 ~ Camp Frame, in Hedgesville WV

for our ~ Annual Fall Conference ~

WYV Environmental Council's Fall Conference details inside!
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